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Health  Department, 

Chester-le-Street, 

\Qth  May,  1938. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council  of 

Chester-le-Street. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  third  annual  report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  Rural  District  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1937. 

The  report  is  drawn  up  on  the  lines  suggested  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  and  is  an  “ ordinary  report.” 

The  report,  I think,  may  be  regarded  as  indicating  a satisfactory 
state  of  Public  Health.  There  has  been  a fall  in  the  birth  rate, 
but  an  increase  in  the  infant  and  maternal  mortality  rates.  The 
crude  death  rate  is  lower  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  incidence 
of  the  notifiable  diseases  has  been  markedly  reduced  and  there  has 
been  a reduction  in  the  mortality  from  Measles,  Diphtheria, 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under  two 
years).  The  latter  may  be  accounted  for  in  some  measure  by  the 
wholesale  conversion  from  the  conservancy  to  the  water  carriage 
system,  which  has  been  carried  out  in  the  district. 

The  response  to  the  offer  by  the  District  Comicil  of  free 
immunisation  of  children  against  Diphtheria  continues  to  be 
extremely  disappointing. 

I would  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  help  and  support 
during  the  year.  My  thanks  also  to  the  Clerk,  the  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tors, the  Sanitary  Surveyor  and  other  officers  for  their  assistance 
and  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GAVIN  MILLAR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


5 


ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — 

Gavin  Millar,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Surveyor  : — 

George  B.  Brown,  Cert.  R.S.l. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  : — 

Tom  S.  Wadge,  Cert.  R.S.L 

Thomas  Foster,  A. R.S.L  and  Meat  Certificate  in  meat 
inspection  of  the  R.S.L 

A 50%  grant  is  payable  in  respect  of  the  salaries  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
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SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA. 

Area. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  23,594  acres,  the  density  of  the 
population  being  1-83  persons  per  acre.  Under  the  Durham 
County  Review  Order  1937,  1,833  acres  were  transferred  to  other 
districts  on  1st  April,  1937. 


Biddick  South 

Cocken 
Harraton  ... 
Plawsworth 
Urpeth 
Sacriston  . . . 
Waldridge 


10  acres  to  Houghton-le-Spring  Urban 
District. 

464  acres  to  Durham  Rural  District. 
355  acres  to  Washington  Urban  District. 
71  acres  to  Durham  Rural  District. 
41  acres  to  Stanley  Urban  District. 
937  acres  to  Durham  Rural  District. 
45  acres  from  Chester-le-Street  Urban 
District. 


Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  for  the  Rural 
District  for  mid-year  1937  is  43,230,  and  shows  a decrease  of  3,835 
compared  with  his  estimate  for  mid-year  1936.  3,052  persons 

were  transferred  to  other  districts  under  the  County  Review  Order, 
1937. 

Inhabited  Houses. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate 
Book  at  the  end  of  1937 
Number  of  houses  occupied  at  Census,  1931 


11,096 

12,026 


Rateable  Value. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  district  on  31st  December,  1937, 
was  1 47,281  and  a penny  rate  represented  the  sum  of 

The  following  rateable  values  were  transferred  to  other  districts 

under  the  Durham  County  Review  Order,  1937. 

« . • 

Parish.  Rateable  Value. 


Harraton 

£2,613 

Plawsworth  ...  ....  ... 

£9 

Urpeth 

1,784 

Witton  Gilbert  

4,241 

Cocken  

320 

South  Biddick 

165 

Chester-le-Street  Urban  District  to 
Waldridge  Parish  

88 

Social  Conditions. 

The  whole  of  the  district  rests  upon  Coal  Measures  which  are 
overlaid  generally  by  Boulder  Clay  with  patches  of  gravel  and 
sand. 

The  district  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Borough  of  Gates- 
head and  the  Whickham  Urban  District ; on  the  west  by  the 
Whickham  and  Stanley  Urban  Districts  ; on  the  south  by  the 
Durham  Rural  District  and  the  River  Wear  ; and  on  the  east 
by  the  Houghton  and  Washington  Urban  Districts.  The  surface 
throughout  the  district  may  be  described  as  hilly  rather  than 
undulating,  the  altitude  varying  from  a few  feet  to  700  feet  above 
Ordnance  Datum.  It  is  drained  by  the  Rivers  Wear  and  Team. 
The  River  Wear,  entering  the  district  about  the  middle  of  the 
southern  side,  runs  first  in  a northerly,  and  afterwards  in  an  easterly 
direction.  Subsequently  it  forms  part  of  the  eastern  boundary, 
separating  the  Rural  District  from  the  Houghton  Urban  District. 
This  latter  portion  of  the  Wear  is  tidal.  The  River  Team,  draining 
the  northern  and  north-western  portion  of  the  district,  empties 
into  the  River  Tyne. 

The  bulk  of  the  population  is  dependent  upon  the  coal  mining 
industry,  with  which  are  allied  coke  burning  and  the  manufacture 
of  bricks,  tiles  and  drain  pipes.  A considerable  number  of  people 
are  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  At  the  present  time  so  much 
building  of  new  dwellings,  and  so  much  alteration  and  improvement 
of  old  habitations  is  in  progress  that  the  trade  of  building  might, 
perhaps,  be  included  as  one  of  the  industries  of  the  district.  In 
addition  to  these,  many  people  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
chemicals,  electric  cables,  munitions,  and  in  the  iron  works. 


Unemployment  is  still  present  to  a marked  degree.  Continued 
unemployment  and  the  low  wages  earned  by  some  men  in  employ- 
ment, together  with  the  increased  cost  of  living,  is  making  it  very 
difficult  for  some  of  the  people  to  get  the  necessary  nourishment 
and  clothing  to  enable  them  to  lead  a healthy  life. 


Many  are  living  on  a low  dietetic  standard.  Fresh  milk, 
such  an  important  item  in  a diet,  particularly  of  children,  is  super- 
seded by  tinned  milk  of  a cheap  continental  variety,  and  is  so 
diluted  before  use  as  to  have  no  nutritive  value  at  all.  This  absence 
of  fresh  milk  is  bound  to  have  a serious  effect  on  the  healthy 
development  of  children.  Carbohydrates,  which  are  cheaper  to 
buy  and  supply  bulk  against  the  energy  value  of  first  class  protein, 
figure  prominently  in  the  diets  of  these  unfortunate  people. 


The  District  Council  is  making  conditions  as  attractive  as 
possible  for  new  industries,  and  the  Council  has  been  successful 
in  so  far  as  several  industries  of  the  lighter  type  have  been  estab- 
lished. Something  on  a larger  scale  is  urgently  required.  The 
concentration  of  industry  in  the  south  is  bad  in  my  opinion,  and 
instead  of  depriving  this  district  of  some  of  its  best  youth,  it  would 
appear  to  be  better  policy  to  bring  industries  where  there  is  ample 
labour  of  all  kinds  available,  and  where  the  danger  would  be  lessened 
in  the  event  of  hostilities. 


The  North-Eastern  Trading  Estate  comprises  700  acres  of 
which  approximately  180  acres  are  in  the  Parish  of  Lamesley  of 
this  district. 


The  Estate  is  rapidly  progressing,  although  most  of  the  factories 
are  erected  within  the  County  Borough  of  Gateshead. 


The  Council  has  co-operated  as  much  as  possible  with  Colonel 
Methven,  General  Manager  of  the  Trading  Estate,  and  in  order 
to  facilitate  the  development  of  the  Estate  the  Council  agreed  to 
re-zone  part  of  the  Parish  of  Lamesley  to  ‘ General  Ir:dustrial.’ 
The  area  outside  the  factory  was  zoned  ‘ General  Industrial,’  to 
give  better  control  by  the  Council  of  the  type  of  Factory  erected. 


On  the  question  of  Rateable  Value  for  buildings  it  has  also 
been  agreed  with  the  Trading  Estate  Authority  to  act  uniformly 
with  Gateshead  County  Borough  in  order  that  the  same  basis 
of  assessment  will  prevail, 
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Certain  arrangements  have  also  been  made  with  regard  to 
the  diversion  of  the  Council’s  sewer  through  the  Estate  and  the 
Trading  Estate  agreed  to  make  the  necessary  extensions  when 
necessary. 

It  might  be  added  that  as  a result  of  the  activities  of  the 
Estate  a considerable  improvement  has  been  effected  in  the  condition 
of  the  River  Team,  which  in  the  past  has  been  more  or  less  stagnant 
in  the  low  lying  parts  of  Lamesley  Parish  and  has  been  the  cause 
of  considerable  flooding  during  storms. 


Bad  housing  conditions  and  overcrowding  are  also  important 
features  in  the  slow  recovery  in  the  social  conditions  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  district.  The  five  year  programme  of  slum  clearance  was 
recently  completed  and  the  Council  is  pressing  forward  its  building 
operations  with  a view  to  rehousing  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 


Poor  Law  Relief. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  P.  Barrass,  Area  Public  Assistance 
Offlcer,  for  supplying  me  with  the  following  information  with  reference 
to  the  number  of  cases  chargeable  to  the  Public  Assistance  Committee 
in  the  area  covered  by  the  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District  Coimcil 
on  December  31st,  1936  and  1937. 

Ordinary.  Able-bodied. 

31st  December,  1936  ...  ...  1,386  115 

31st  December,  1937  ...  ...  1391  9 


Unemployment. 

As  the  unemployed  from  the  Rural  District  sign  on  at  several 
Labour  Exchanges,  some  of  which  are  situated  outside  the  area, 
it  is  difficult  to  obtain  any  reliable  information  as  to  the  number 
of  unemployed  signing  on  for  the  period  covered  by  the  report. 


Townships. 

The  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District  consists  of  the  followng 
townships  Biddick  South,  Birtley,  Bournmoor,  Edmondsley, 
Harraton,  Lambton,  Lamesley,  Lumley  Great,  Lumley  Little, 
Ouston,  Pelton,  Plawsworth,  Urpeth,  Waldridge  and  Sacriston. 
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Population,  Acreage,  Etc.,  of  Townships  at  end  of  1937. 


Township. 

— 

Pi^pu- 

lation. 

— 

.Acreage 
in  .Acres. 

No.  of 

inhabited 
houses 
according 
to  rate 
book. 

Persons 
l>er  .Acre. 

Biddick  South 

47 

352 

12 

0-1 

Birtlev  

11,521 

1,429 

2,954 

805 

Bournmoor 

1,657 

511 

425 

3-2 

Edmondslev  

2,219 

2,105 

569 

1-05 

Harraton  

2,944 

2,508 

755 

M 

I.ambton 

117 

691 

30 

0-1 

Lamesley 

3,057 

5,679 

784 

0-5 

Lumley  Great  

1,759 

1,644 

451 

1-07 

Lumley  Little 

1,607 

867 

412 

1-8 

Ouston  

948 

642 

243 

1-4 

Pelton  

7,164 

926 

1,837 

7-7 

Flaws  worth 

1,607 

1,320 

412 

1-2 

Urpeth 

2,317 

1,819 

1,404 

1-27 

Waldridge  

835 

693 

594 

119 

Sacriston 

5,476 

2,318 

214 

2-3 

Extracts  of  Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births  : 


Total.  M.  F. 

Legitimate  ...  671  341  330 

Illegitimate  23  14  9 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  15-8 

Still  Births  26  12  14 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 50 

Deaths  521  261  260 


Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  11-8 
Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar- 
General’s  Short  List)  : — 


Deaths. 

No.  29  Puerperal  sepsis  ...  0 

No.  30  Other  puerperal  causes  5 


Rate  per  1,000 
total  (live  and 
still)  births. 
0-00 
6-94 


Total 


5 6-94 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  ; — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  71 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  Live  births  70 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  87 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (at  all  ages)  49 

Deaths  from  Measles  (at  all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  2 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 1 
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Vital  Statistics. 


The  following  table  gives  the  vital  statistics  of  the  district 
for  1937  and  previous  years  : — 


Year. 

Estimated 
Resident 
Population 
Mid-year. . 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Infant 

Mortaliy 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

1930 

53,870 

1,126 

20-9 

592 

10-9 

66 

1931 

53,350 

1,016 

190 

653 

12-2 

82 

1932 

52,991 

1,016 

19-2 

609 

11-5 

85 

1933 

51,180 

934 

18-2 

562 

10-9 

77 

1934 

50,150 

847 

16-9 

623 

12-4 

73 

1935 

49,360 

811 

16-4 

578 

11-7 

63 

1936 

47,065 

809 

170 

566 

11-9 

61 

1937 

43,230 

694 

15-8 

521 

11-8 

71 

Births. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Rural  District  during 
1937  was  694,  equal  to  a birth  rate  of  15-8  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
compared  with  17-0  during  1936.  The  rate  for  the  past  year  is 
the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  Rural  District.  The  corresponding 
rate  for  the  whole  country  was  14-9. 

Of  the  total  births  registered  341  males  and  330  females  were 
legitimate  and  23  males  and  14  females  illegitimate,  the  percentage 
of  illegitimate  births  to  total  births  being  5-3. 

The  number  of  still-births  registered  was  26,  equal  to  a rate  of 
60-0  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births,  compared  with  44-8  during 
1936.  Of  the  still-births  registered  11  males  and  14  females  were 
legitimate  and  1 male  illegitimate. 


Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Rural  District  during 
the  year,  after  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  was 
521,  equal  to  a death  rate  of  11-8  per  1,000  population,  compared 
with  11-9  in  the  previous  year.  Of  the  total  deaths  registered, 
261  were  males  and  260  females.  Included  in  this  number  of 
deaths  are  those  of  121  residents  of  the  district  who  died  elsewhere, 
but  9 residents  of  other  districts  who  died  in  the  Rural  District 
are  excluded. 
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The  Registrar  General  has  supplied  me  with  a factor,  known 
as  the  comparability  factor,  by  which  the  crude  death  rate  of  the 
Rural  District  should  be  multiplied  in  order  to  make  it  comparable, 
from  a mortality  point  of  view^  with  the  crude  death  rate  of  the 
country  as  a whole  or  with  the  mortality  of  any  other  local  area, 
the  crude  death  rate  of  which  should  be  similarly  me  difted  with 
its  own  factor  for  this  purpose.  The  comparabilit}^  factor  for  the 
Rural  District  is  1-19.  The  adjusted  death  rale  for  the  Rural 
District  is  therefore  14-0  per  1,000  population. 


The  general  death  rate  in  the  first  cjuarler  of  the  year  was  lo-O, 
in  the  second  IIT,  in  the  third  8-7,  and  in  the  fourth  12T  per  1,000 
population. 


The  death  rates  for  the  various  townships  were  as  follows  ; — 


Township. 

Population. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

liieath  Rate 
per  1,00,0 

Biddick  South 

47 

Population. 

Birtley 

...  11,521 

136 

11-8 

Bournmoor 

1,657 

25 

151 

Edmondsley 

2,219 

21 

9-5 

Harraton  ... 

2,944 

37 

121 

Lambton  . . . 

117 

1 

8-5 

Lamesley 

3,057 

45 

14-5 

Lumley  Great 

1,759 

26 

14-8 

Lumley  Little 

1,607 

28 

11-2 

Ouston 

948 

13 

13-7 

Pelton 

7,164 

65 

9-1 

Plawsworth 

1,607 

13 

8-0 

Urpeth 

2,317 

31 

13-0 

VValdridge 

835 

7 

8-4 

Sacriston  . . . 

5,476 

72 

IM 

The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year  : — 


Cause. 

Number 

Percentage 

of 

Diseases  of  Heart 

139 

Total  Deaths. 
26-6 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  other 
Circulatory  diseases 

74 

14-2 

Cancer  

49 

9-4 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  ... 

29 

5-5 

Pneumonia 

2() 

4-9 
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I'lic  age  at  death  is  summarised  below  : — 


Number  of  Percentage  of 

Deaths. 

Total  Deaths. 

Under  1 year  

49 

9-4 

1-5 

years  ... 

17 

3-3 

5-15  years 

12 

2-3 

15-25  years 

27 

5-2 

25-45  years 

46 

8-8 

45-65  years 

154 

29-6 

65  years  and  upwards  ... 

215 

41-3 

The  following  table  shows  the  classification  of 

deaths  from  all 

causes  (Registrar  General’s  figures) 

— 

Causes  of  Death. 

Male.  Female. 

All  Causes 

261 

260 

1. 

Typhoid  fever,  etc. 

— 

— 

2. 

Measles 

— 

1 

.3. 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  .„ 

— 

1 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

5. 

Diphtheria 

1 

3 

(5. 

Influenza 

14 

7 

7. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

2 

8. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ... 

— 

— 

9. 

Respiratory  tuberculosis 

8 

11 

10. 

Other  tuberculosis 

5 

5 

11. 

Syphilis 

1 

— 

12. 

General  paralysis  of  insane,  etc. 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer 

22 

27 

14. 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

16. 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

14 

17 

If). 

Heart  Disease  ... 

74 

65 

17. 

Aneurysm 

— 

— • 

18. 

Other  circulatory 

22 

21 

19. 

Bronchitis 

10 

14 

20. 

Pneumonia 

16 

10 

21. 

Other  respiratory 

4 

2 

22. 

Peptic  Ulcer 

5 

1 

23. 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

1 

— 

24. 

Appendicitis 

2 

2 

25. 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

— 

— 

26. 

Other  liver  diseases 

— 

1 

27. 

Other  digestive 

4 

9 

28. 

Nephritis 

8 

12 

29. 

Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  puerperal 

— 

5 

31. 

Congenital  causes,  etc. 

It) 

12 

32. 

Senility 

5 

6 

33. 

Suicide 

2 

3 

34. 

Other  violence  ... 

15 

3 

35. 

Other  defined  causes  ... 

15 

17 

36. 

Ill-defined  causes 

1 

— 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  there  has  been  no 
unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year.  The  chief  causes 
of  death  enumerated  are  regarded  as  the  principle  killing  diseases. 
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Deaths  from  Cancer  and  Tuberculosis  will  be  referred  to  later 
in  the  report  in  that  section  dealing  with  these  diseases. 

There  were  five  deaths  registered  from  puerperal  causes  which 
is  an  increase  of  three  from  the  previous  year. 


Infant  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  registered 
during  the  year  was  49  and  is  the  same  as  the  previous  year.  This 
gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  71  compared  with  61  for  the 
previous  year  1936. 

The  death  rate  of  legitimate  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per 
1,000  legitimate  live  births  was  70,  while  the  death  rate  of  illegi- 
timate infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  was  87. 

The  table  on  page  14  gives  the  causes  of  death  in  infants  under 
one  year  of  age.  With  the  fall  in  the  number  of  births  and  the 
fact  that  the  number  of  infant  deaths  is  the  same  as  in  the  previous 
year,  there  has  consequently  been  a rise  in  the  Infant  Mortality 
Rate. 

Neo  natal  deaths  (deaths  occurring  during  the  first  month  of 
life)  numbered  28  and  were  responsible  for  57  per  cent,  of  the  total 
rate.  Of  this  number  16  died  in  the  first  week  of  life,  which  is 
equal  to  33  per  cent,  of  the  total  rate. 

Congenital  debility  and  premature  birth  accounted  for  19  of 
the  deaths  in  the  first  month  of  life.  Deaths  of  this  type  are 
usually  associated  with  some  diseased  condition  in  the  mother 
and  I must  again  stress  the  necessity  of  pregnant  women  availing 
themselves  of  the  amenities  provided  for  antenatal  care. 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  were  the  chief  causes  of  death  in 
infants  over  one  month  and  under  one  year  of  age. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  a big  drop  in  the  number  of  deaths 
in  children  from  diarrhoea  and  this  in  .some  small  measure  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  conversion  scheme  carried  out  in  this  district. 

The  table  on  page  15  gives  the  birth  rate,  death  rate  and 
analysis  of  mortality  during  the  year  1937  for  the  Rural  District 
and  other  areas, 


INFANT  DEATH  ANALYSIS 
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The  maternal  mortality  rates  for  England  and  Wales  are  as  follows 
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SECTION  B- GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

For  a detailed  list  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department, 
see  page 

2 (a).  Laboratory  Facilities. 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  arrangements  made  for  the 
examination  of  specimens  during  the  year.  Bacteriological 
specimens  are  examined  and  reported  upon  at  King’s  College, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  by  arrangement  with  the  Durham  County 
Council.  The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  examinations 
made  during  1937. 


Disease. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Totals. 

Diphtheria  . . . 

90 

232 

322 

Enteric  Fever 

• . . • • • 

5 

5 

Tuberculosis 

62 

265 

327 

Totals 

152 

502 

654 

The  total  number  of  specimens  examined  is  equal  to  a rate 
of  14  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Full  advantage  continues  to  be  taken  of  the  facilities  afforded 
for  the  examination  of  bacteriological  specimens.  This  year  654 
specimens  have  been  examined  as  opposed  to  417  in  the  previous 
year.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  report  this  increase,  for  although 
bacteriological  examination  can  never  replace  clinical  diagnosis, 
it  is  a valuable  help  and  is  particularly  of  importance  in  the  detection 
carriers,  who  otherwise  might  be  missed  and  be  the  cause  of  an 
epidemic  of  infectious  disease. 

(b).  Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Joint  Hospital  Board  have  their  own  ambulance  stationed 
at  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  removal  of  infectious  cases. 
Recently  I understand,  the  Board  have  ordered  a new  and  modem 
type  of  ambulance,  but  so  far  this  has  not  been  delivered.  Cases 
of  smallpox  are  removed  to  hospital  in  a special  ambulance  kept 
for  that  purpose.  Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  are  removed  to  the 
Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital  by  arrangement  with  the  Durham 
County  Council  and  the  Rural  District  Council  have  an  arrangement 
with  a private  ambulance  service  for  the  transport  of  such  cases. 
The  Chester-le-Street  and  District  Ambulance  Committee  maintain 
a motor  ambulance  stationed  at  the  Northern  Garage,  Chester-le- 
Street,  for  the  removal  of  accident  and  non-infectious  cases.  In 
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addition  to  the  above  ambulances,  the  Lambton,  Hetton  and 
Joicey,  Pelaw  Main  and  Charlaw  and  Sacriston  Colliery  Companies 
maintain  ambulances  at  Harraton,  Stanley,  Birtley  and  Sacriston 
for  the  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  involved  in  colliery  accidents 
and  I understand  that  the  Pelton  Welfare  and  Sacriston  Miners’ 
Welfare  maintain  ambulances  for  the  removal  of  their  members. 
Additional  ambulances  appear  to  be  necessary  in  the  district. 

(c.)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

1.  General. 

General  nursing  in  the  home  is  carried  out  in  this  district  by 
the  various  District  Nursing  Associations,  the  majority  of  which 
are  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association. 


The  following  particulars  of  the  Nursing  Associations  and 
the  work  carried  out  by  them  during  1937  has  been  kindly  supplied 
by  the  secretaries  of  the  various  Nursing  Associations. 


— 

Name  of  Nursing 
Association. 

Township 

Served . 

No.  of 
Nurses 
Employed. 

Cases 

Nursed. 

Visits 

Paid. 

Birtley  ... 

Birtley  

1 

150 

2987 

Lumley  and 

Fence  Houses. 

Great  Lumley, 
Little  Lumley, 
Bournmoor. 

South  Biddick 
(part). 

2 

476 

6417 

Ouston,  Urpeth, 
Pelton. 

Ouston,  Urpeth, 
Pelton. 

1 

147 

4767 

Pelton  Fell 

Pelton  Fell, 
Newfield, 

Pelton  Lane  Ends, 
Grange  Villa. 

2 

258 

■ 

5715 

Sacriston 

Sacriston, 

Edmondsley. 

2 

313 

6004 

2.  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  County  Council  have  adopted  a scheme  under  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1929,  for  the  payment  by  the  Council  of  annual 
contributions  towards  the  expenses  of  voluntary  associations 
undertaking  the  nursing  of  cases  of  measles,  whooping  cough, 
epidemic  diarrhoea,  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  tuberculosis  and 
poliomyelitis  in  young  children.  I understand  District  Nursing 
Associations  in  this  district  receive  the  above  grant  from  the 
County  Council. 
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3.  Tuberculosis. 

The  Health  Visitor  provided  by  the  County  Council  may  be 
regarded  as  the  connecting  link  between  the  home  and  the  various 
health  services  of  the  district.  Every  notified  case  of  tuberculosis 
is  visited  by  the  Health  Visitor  and  advice  given  on  matters  affecting 
the  health  and  comfort  of  the  patient.  In  addition  a return  is 
made  by  the  Health  Visitor  to  the  Local  Health  Department, 
giving  full  particulars  as  to  home  conditions  and  circumstances 
of  tuberculous  patients.  These  returns  are  of  importance  in  that 
they  give  an  idea  of  the  conditions  existing  in  tuberculous  house- 
holds, and  bring  to  our  notice  any  sanitary  defects  which  may 
require  attention. 

4.  Midwives. 

Under  the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  the  County  Council,  which 
is  the  local  supervising  authority  for  midwives  in  this  district, 
has  provided  a domiciliary  midwifery  service  directly  or  through 
District  Nursing  Associations. 

(d.)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  following  list  gives  a brief  description  of  the  Clinics  and 
Treatment  Centres  available  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  area:  — 


Name. 

Situation. 

Provided  by. 

Accommodation . 

Maternity  and 

(a)  Birtley. 

Durham  County 

Waiting  and  Con- 

Child  Welfare. 

(b)  Sacriston. 

(c)  Grange  Villa 

Council. 

suiting  Rooms. 

Tuberculosis. 

(a)  Chester-le- 
Street. 

Durham  County 
Council. 

Waiting  and  Con- 
sulting Rooms. 

School  Clinics. 

(a)  Birtley. 

Durham  County 
Council. 

Medical,  Dental 
and  Optical  R’ms 
Waiting  and  Dres- 
sing Rooms. 

•Venereal 

(a)  Newcastle- 

Durham  County 

Waiting,  Consul- 

Diseases. 

on-Tyne. 

(b)  Durham. 

Council. 

ting  and  Treat- 
ment Rooms. 

•Venereal  Diseases — Railway  Fare  Vouchers  are  issued  to 
poor  people  by  the  County  Council. 


(e.)  Hospitals — Public  and  Voluntary. 

1.  Fever. 

The  Chester-le-Street  Isolation  Hospital  is  situated  slightly  to 
the  north  of  Chester-le-Street,  and  accommodates  cases  of  infectious 
disease  from  the  Rural  District  of  Chester-le-Street,  and  the  Urban 
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Districts  of  Chester-le-Street  and  Washington.  There  are  five 
blocks  of  wards,  2 for  Scarlet  Fever,  1 for  Diphtheria,  1 Convalescent 
ward  and  the  other  is  used  as  a special  observation  ward  for  the 
treatment  of  sp>ecial  cases.  There  are  80  beds  and  cots  in  the 
hospital  in  addition  to  the  Nurses’  Home  and  the  administrative 
block. 

Attached  to  the  hospital,  there  is  an  all-electric  laundry.  The 
hospital  has  recently  been  accepted  by  the  General  Nur.cing  Council 
as  a Training  School  for  nurses. 

2.  Smallpox. 

Cases  of  this  disease  when  they  arise,  are  sent  to  the  Shincliffe 
Hospital,  near  Durham. 

3.  Tuberculosis. 

Accommodation  is  provided  by  Durham  County  Council  in 
sanatoria  and  hospitals  outside  the  district  for  men,  women  and 
children  suffering  from  Tuberculosis.  Clothing  and  travelling 
e.xpenses  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  in  necessitous  cases. 
Excellent  work  is  done  in  these  institutions  towards  the  restoration 
of  the  patient’s  health,  but  it  is  unfortunate  that  in  a number  of 
cases,  the  patient  returns  to  an  overcrowded  or  bad  house,  and 
there  is  immediate  deterioration. 


4.  Maternity. 

The  County  Council  of  Durham  have  made  arrangements  with 
the  Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital,  Newcastle-oii-Tyne,  to 
admit  all  cases  of  Puerp>eral  Fever  occurring  in  the  district  whch 
require  hospital  treatment.  The  E.F.  Peile  County  Convalescent 
Home,  Shotley  Bridge,  is  controlled  by  the  County  Council  of 
Durham  and  admits  nursing  mothers  with  their  babies  and  children 
under  five  years  af  age.  Accommodation  for  unmarried  mothers 
is  provided  at  St.  Monnica’s  Home,  Bishop  Auckland. 

5.  Children. 

The  medical  and  surgical  needs  of  children  are  catered  for 
at  the  Sick  Children’s  Hospital,  Newccustle-on-Tyne,  the  Royal 
Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  and  suitable  cases  are 
dealt  with  at  Relton  House,  Chester-le-Street.  No  arrangements 
are  made  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the  admission  of  such  cases. 
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SECTION  C— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  Water. 

As  a result  of  complaints  of  shortage  of  water  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  higher  parts  of  the  village  of  Fatfield,  a scheme 
was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  extend  the  mains 
from  the  Council  houses  to  supply  the  affected  parts.  This  scheme 
was  approved  and  work  was  commenced  in  January,  1938.  When 
the  new  scheme  comes  into  operation  (1.4.38)  it  should  be  adequate 
to  give  a plentiful  supply  of  water  to  the  tenants  affected. 

There  is  also  a serious  shortage  of  water  at  Brown’s  Buildings, 
in  the  Birtley  Parish  and  at  Pelaw  Grange  in  the  Harraton  Parish, 
but  the  Council  has  instructed  the  Sanitary  Surveyor  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  ensure  an  adequate  supply  to  these  places. 

At  Findon  Hill  in  the  Sacriston  parish,  there  was  also  a shortage 
of  water  and  the  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  Durham  County 
Water  Board.  The  Board  has  advised  the  Council  that  large 
sections  of  the  mains,  which  were  found  to  be  defective,  have  been 
replaced  and  that  the  supply  should  now  be  adequate. 

During  the  year  the  Cormcil  gave  authority  for  samples  of 
water  to  be  taken  from  outlanding  and  isolated  houses  to  be 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological 
examination.  In  all,  27  samples  were  taken  from  the  following 
places  and  the  results  are  appended. 


Nettlesworth  Hall  Farm 

Good. 

Congburn  Mill  

Bad. 

Woodstone  Terrace  ...  ... 

Good. 

Woodstone  Terrace 

Bad. 

Lumley  Moor  Farm 

Bad. 

Lumley  Terrace,  Great  Lumley  

Good. 

Lumley  Thicks 

Good. 

Weston  Row 

Bad. 

Pennyfine  Road,  Sunniside  

Bad. 

Pennyfine  Cottages  

Bad. 

Hillheads  

Bad. 

Gibraltar  Cottages  

Good. 

Banesley  Lane 

Bad. 

Urpeth  Forges 

Bad. 

North  Lodge  (D.C.W.B.)  

Good. 

High  Hills  and  Ouselaw 

Bad. 

Briardene,  Ouselaw  Lane,  Old  Ravensworth 

Bad. 

Beldy  Poultry  Farm  ...  ... 

Bad. 

Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Co. 

Good. 

Biddick  Lane  ...  

Good. 
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Shadon’s  Hill  

Beamish  Mill  

Flint  Mill  i 

Tinkler  Row  Fell 

Banesley  Lane  

Urpeth  Forges  

Park  Farm,  Ravensworth 


Good . 
Good. 
Bad. 
Fair. 
Good. 
Fair. 
Good. 


Copies  of  the  bacteriological  report  were  sent  to  the  owners  of 
property  where  the  water  was  bad  and  a request  made  that  imme- 
diate steps  be  taken  to  have  the  supply  rendered  wholesome.  They 
were  also  advised  to  instruct  their  tenants  to  boil  all  water  before 
drinking,  until  such  times  as  the  supply  was  safe,  and  to  advise 
this  Council  as  to  what  steps  they  intended  to  take.  The  Council 
instructed  the  Sanitary  Surveyor  to  investigate  the  matter  with 
a view  to  the  supplies  being  rendered  wholesome. 

The  Council  has  given  authority  for  samples  of  water  to  be 
taken  from  the  mains  of  the  public  companies  at  regular  intervals 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination. 

During  the  year  480  yards  of  3 inch  mains  have  been  laid  by 
the  Council  to  supply  new  houses  erected  or  to  improve  existing 
supplies. 


2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

With  the  exception  of  a few  isolated  houses  which  drain  to 
cesspools  the  district  is  provided  with  proper  sewers.  During 
the  year  857  yards  of  sewer  extensions  to  new  buildings  or  as 
replacements  for  existing  sewers  were  laid  down. 

Full  particulars  of  schemes  for  new  sewage  disposal  works  to 
replace  existing  works  prepared  by  a firm  of  consulting  engineers 
were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  These  proposals  provide 
for  new  works  at  Sacriston,  Edmondsley,  Waldridge,  Grange  Villa 
and  Little  Lumley  with  sewer  extension  in  the  parish  of  Urpeth. 

Local  inquiries  have  been  held  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  into 
the  proposals  for  the  sewer  extension  at  Urpeth,  new  sewage  disposal 
works  at  Sacriston  and  Edmondsley.  The  suggestions  for  Urpeth 
have  been  approved  and  work  commenced.  With  regard  to  the 
proposals  for  Grange  Villa  and  Little  Lumley,  the  Ministry  of 
He^th  has  suggested  that  the  treatent  of  sewage  from  these  places 
could  be  dealt  with  by  neighbouring  authortiies,  namely,  Chester- 
le-Street  U.D.C.  and  Houghton-le-Spring  U.D.C.  at  their  works. 
These  schemes  are  in  abeyance  pending  the  final  decision  of  the 


Ministry  of  Health  and  Houghton-le-Spring  U.D.C.  It  is  antici- 
pated that  work  will  shortly  be  commenced  on  the  works  at  Sacrist  on 
and  Edmondsley. 

These  schemes  will  rank  for  grant  from  the  Commissioner 
for  Special  Areas,  who  has  promised  to  bear  75%  of  the  cost  of 
the  approved  schemes.  This  will  considerably  reduce  the  burden 
on  the  local  taxpayer  and  will  lead  to  a much  needed  improvement 
in  the  condition  of  rivers  and  streams. 


2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  District  Council  has  instructed  the  Sanitary  Surveyor  to 
prepare  a scheme  for  piping  in  the  Blindy  Burn,  Grange  Villa, 
where  pollution  takes  place,  with  a view  to  submitting  it  to  the 
Commissioner  for  Special  Areas  for  a grant. 

When  new  sewage  disposal  works  have  been  constructed  and 
the  Blindy  Burn  Grange  ViUa  piped  in,  there  should  be  a considerable 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  rivers  and  streams. 


3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

The  following  conversions  from  the  conservancy  to  the  water 
carriage  system  were  completed  during  the  year  : — 


Great  Lumley  ... 

97 

Harraton 

...  213 

Lamesley 

1 

Pelton 

3 

Plawsworth 

...  114 

Total 

...  428 

This  makes  a total  of  2,506  conversions  which  have  been  com- 
pleted since  the  inauguration  of  the  scheme,  and  represents  the 
total  conversions  to  be  done  in  districts  which  have  either  adequate 
sewage  disposal  works,  or  which  drain  to  the  River  Tyne,  or  to 
the  tidal  waters  of  the  River  Wear. 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for 
sanction  to  complete  the  remaining  conversions,  but  apparently 
sanction  is  withheld  until  approval  has  been  given  for  adequate 
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disposal  arrangements  in  the  districts  concerned.  The  following 


conversions  remain  to  be  done  : 


Urpjeth 

215 

Pelton 

442 

Edmondsley 

163 

W'^aldridge 

13 

Saciiston 

572 

Little  Lumley 

286 

Lambton  ... 

12 

Bournmoor 

99 

Birtley 

30 

Hairaton  ... 

45 

Lamesley  . . . 

46 

Ouston 

9 

1932 

The  Commissioner  for  Special  Areas  has  promised  a grant  of 
75%  of  the  approved  cost  to  the  Council.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
1938,  all  the  remaining  conservancy  systems,  which  can  be  converted 
to  the  water  carriage  system,  should  be  converted. 

The  value  of  this  work  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  cannot 
be  overestimated. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  in 
the  area  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

Number  of  water  closets  8731 

„ ashclosets  2737 

„ privies  414 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Parishes  of  Harraton  (part)  and 
South  Biddick,  which  are  scavenged  by  contract,  all  scavenging 
is  done  by  direct  labour.  About  696  houses  are  scavenged  by 
contract.  Of  this  number  582  houses  are  in  the  Harraton  and 
14  houses  are  in  the  South  Biddick  parishes. 

The  Birtley  and  Lamesley  scavenging  districts  are  united  for 
scavenging  purposes  and  all  the  work  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour. 
During  the  year  a second  Bedford  wagon  was  purchased  for  this 
district  and  the  substitution  of  motor  for  horse  transport  appears 
to  have  been  justified,  because  I understand  there  has  been  a 
reduction  in  the  cost  per  house  per  annum. 

The  Pelton  scavenging  district  purchased  a motor  wagon 
during  the  year  and  it  started  work  on  March  15th. 

All  the  refuse  collected  is  dealt  with  by  controlled  tipping  or 
is  deposited  on  arable  land  to  be  ploughed  in.  In  view  of  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  suitable  tips  in  several  districts,  and  the 
danger  to  health  caused  by  children  and  others  interfering  with 


the  tips,  some  otlier  form  of  refuse  disposal  should  be  considered 
in  the  near  future. 

Another  factor  which  would  reduce  danger  to  health  is  the 
substitution  of  dustbins  for  fixed  receptacles. 

As  a general  rule  the  scavenging  work  in  the  Rural  District 
is  well  carried  out. 

(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

This  work  goes  on  continuously.  Your  two  Sanitary  Inspectors 
are  out  practically  every  working  day  in  some  part  of  the  district, 
and  an  examination  of  their  respective  reports  will  show  that 
their  work  has  been  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

(iv)  Shops. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Shops  Act, 
1934. 

Registered  Factories. 

Of  these  there  are  37,  28  being  in  the  northern  area  and  9 in 
the  southern  area.  These  have  been  closely  supervised  during 
the  year  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  necessary  improvements 
carried  out. 


Registered  Workshops. 

There  are  in  all  82  workshops  on  the  legister,  65  are  in  the 
northern  area  and  17  in  the  southern  area.  For  full  details  of 
notices  served,  etc.,  see  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  reports. 


Bakehouses. 

There  are  10  bakehouses  in  the  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District, 
2 are  in  the  northern  area  and  8 in  the  southern  and  none  of  them 
are  underground. 


Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Factories 

Inspections. 

81 

Written 

Notices. 

7 

Workshops 

• . . 

...  120 

2 

Workplaces 

... 

91 

2 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 


Totals 


292 


11 


Nil. 


(Nuisances 


‘j:. 


Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

under  the  Public  Health  Act). 


Referred 

Found.  Itemedied.  to  H.M. 

Inspector. 


No.  of 
offences  in 
respect  to 
which  prosew 
cutions  were 
instituted . 


Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  1 1 

Want  of  Ventilation  ...  — — 

Want  of  Drainage  of 

Floors  — — 

Other  Nuisances  5 4 

Sanitary  Accommodation  ; 

Unsuitable  or 

Defective  ...  2 2 

Insufficient 3 3 


Totals  ...  11  10 


(v)  Smoke  Abatement. 

The  Lambton,  Hetton  and  Joicey  Collieries  have  carried  out 
a very  successful  experiment  with  the  burning  pit  heap  at  Harraton 
Colliery,  and  they  have  succeeded  in  abating  the  nuisance  there. 
The  method  adopted  was  to  puddle  clay  to  the  consistency  of  thick 
cream,  and  pump  the  mixture,  by  means  of  long  perforated  steel 
tubes,  which  were  driven  into  the  heap  to  a depth  of  5 to  6 feet. 

At  Sacriston  the  Charlaw  and  Sacriston  Coal  Company  have 
pumped  water  from  the  pit  on  to  the  burning  heap  and  there  has 
been  a marked  improvement.  In  order  to  be  successful  by  this 
method,  it  is  essential  to  pump  water  continuously,  because  there 
is  still  fire  in  the  centre  of  the  heap,  although  there  are  no  noxious 
fumes  given  off. 

Complaints  are  still  received  about  the  fumes  from  the  burning 
pit  heap  at  Ouston  E Pit,  but  the  Pelaw  Main  Colliery  Company 
have  under  consideration  another  method  for  the  disposal  of  pit 
refuse. 


The  Northumberland  and  Durham  Regional  Smoke  Abatement 
Committee,  of  which  the  Local  Authority  are  members,  have 
Issued  recommendations  for  the  treatment  of  these  burning  pit 
heaps,  and  a copy  of  these  recommendations  has  been  sent  to  tlie 
Colliery  Companies  for  their  assistance  in  dealing  with  this  nuisance. 
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(vi)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

The  Lambton  Miners’  Welfare  have  a swimming  bath,  which 
is  open  to  the  public  at  New  Lambton.  Samples  of  water  from  this 
swimming  pool  were  taken  during  the  year  and  were  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory.  Copies  of  the  reports  were  sent  to  the  Welfare 
Committee  and  recommendations  made  for  improving  the  purity 
of  the  water.  A new  plant  has  recently  been  installed  providing 
continuous  filtration,  and  chemical  treatment  of  the  water,  and  is 
proving  to  be  very  effective.  Recent  samples  have  shown  the 
water  to  be  of  a high  degree  of  purity. 

At  Birtley,  the  Parish  Council  has  provided  an  open  air  swimming 
pool,  which  was  opened  on  2nd  June,  1937. 

This  pool  was  constructed  with  help  from  the  Commissioner 
for  Special  Areas.  The  plant  is  modern  and  very  efficient,  which 
was  shown  by  the  bacteriological  reports  on  samples  of  the  water 
taken  at  frequent  intervals  during  the  year.  All  the  samples  were 
good.  The  pool  proved  a great  boon  to  the  people  of  Birtley, 
and  if  the  interest  is  sustained,  it  may  be  found  necessary  to,  either 
limit  the  number  of  bathers  admitted,  or  to  enlarge  the  pool. 

Pit  head  baths  were  opened  at  Harraton  CoUiery  during  the 
year.  Lockers  were  provided  for  3,000  men  and  with  few  exceptions 
all  the  workers  at  the  Colliery  take  advantage  of  the  facilities 
provided.  Pit  head  baths  are  in  course  of  construction  at  Team 
Colliery  and  have  been  opened  since  the  end  of  the  year. 

These  baths  must  make  the  lot  of  the  miners’  wife  much  easier, 
and  to  the  miner  himself  it  must  be  pleasant  to  bath,  where  there 
is  an  adequate  supply  of  hot  water,  and  dispense  with  the  old 
method  of  tub  in  front  of  the  kitchen  fire. 


(vii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  action  so  far  has  been  taken  by  the  Council  for  the  eradi- 
cation of  bed  bugs. 


(viii)  Schools. 

The  District  Council  has  been  informed  that  new  schools 
will  shortly  be  provided  at  Eighton  Banks,  Kibblesworth  and 
West  Pelton  to  replace  existing  schools. 

Mr.  Willey,  Architect  to  the  Durham  County  Education 
Committee  has  kindly  provided  me  with  the  following  information; — 
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The  following  works  have  been  attended  to  ; — 


Birtley  East  Cl 

Birtley  George  Street  Cl. 

Birtley  Ravensworth  Terrace  Cl. 

Fattield  Cl. 

Fence  Houses  Cl.  

Kimblesworth  Cl. 

New  Lambton  Cl.  

Pelton  Junior  Mixed  and  Infants’  Cl. 

Waldridge  Lane  Cl.  

West  Pelton  Mixed  Cl 


Laying  out  of  grounds. 

Tar  paving  to  playgrounds, 
do. 

Remodelling. 

Tar  paving  to  playgrounds, 
do. 
do. 
do. 

Minor  improvements. 

Tar  paving  to  playgrounds, 
do. 
do. 


The  following  works  have  been  initiated  : 


Birtley  (Brown's  Buildings)  new 
Senior  and  Junior  Gl.  Schools. 

Birtley  George  Street  Cl. 
Kibblesworth  new  Cl. 

Pelton-Newfield  new  Senior  Cl. 


Arrangements  made  for  the 
acquisition  of  site  and  pre- 
liminary plans  prepared. 

Preliminary  plans  prepared 
and  tenders  advertised  for 
improvements  to  buildings. 

Arrangements  made  for  the 
acquisition  of  site  and  pre- 
liminary plans  prepared. 

Preliminary  plans  prepared. 


School  closure  to  check  the  spread  of  infectious  disease  was 
not  necessary  during  the  year. 


SECTION  D— HOUSING. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 

1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year  : — 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 1,8(55 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 2,995 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations,  1925)  229 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 451 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  205 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 403 


-2H 

2.  — Remedy  oe  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices  : — 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers 397 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Section  9,10,  and  1(5  of  the  Housing  Act,  193(5  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners Nil. 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  repsect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  578 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners Nil. 

(bl  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 213 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  193(5  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made 9(5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders 57 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  193(5  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 14 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  room  having  been  rendered  fit 12 

4. — Housing  Act,  1936  Part  IV — Overcrowding  ; — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year  1,072 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 1,305 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 5,345 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year  Nil. 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  •. 351 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 2,057 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have 
taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  Nil. 

(el  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  conditions 
upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it 
desirable  to  report  Nil. 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

The  remainder  of  the  live  years'  programme  under  tlie  above 
Act  was  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year.The  Council  made  75 
Clearance  Orders  involving  1,047  houses  which  were  the  subject 
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of  an  Inquiry  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  the  2Gth  and  27th 
October,  1937.  The  Council  has  since  been  informed,  that  with  a 
few  modifications,  the  Minister  has  confirmed  the  orders. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  houses  had  been  dealt 
with  under  the  Housing  Acts  1930  to  1936. 


Parish. 

Slum 

Clearance. 

Individual 

Unfit 

Houses. 

Total. 

No.  of 
houses 
built  for 
rehousing. 

Houses 
in  course 
of 

erection. 

Birtlev’ 

71.5 

136 

851 

450 

227 

Boummoor 

(571  huts) 
73 

22 

95 

67 

Edmondsley 

122 

6 

128 

18 

— 

Harraton  ... 

155 

35 

190 

44 

— 

Lamesley  ... 

165 

63 

228 

64 

66 

Lumley  Great 

120 

49 

169 

— 

— 

Lumley  Little 

27 

13 

40 

— 

— 

Ouston 

7 

— 

7 

48 

— 

Pelton 

180 

85 

265 

— 

— 

Plawsworth 

60 

27 

87 

38 

— 

Urpeth 

82 

29 

111 

49 

— 

WaJd ridge  ... 

14 

66 

80 

— 

— 

Sacriston  ... 

197 

39 

236 

9 

— 

Total 

1917 

570 

2487 

787 
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Sites  have  been  obtained  and  I hope  building  operations  will 
shortly  commence,  so  that  the  remainder  of  the  tenants  occupying 
condemned  houses  can  be  rehoused.  Provision  should  be  made 
on  each  site  for  a number  of  houses  for  aged  persons,  and  there 
should  also  be  provided  facilities  for  recreation  and  education. 

In  addition  to  the  above  mentioned  houses,  necessary  repairs, 
alterations  and  reconstruction  of  other  houses,  which  are  not  in 
every  respect  fit  for  human  habitation,  have  been  carried  out. 

In  spite  of  the  large  number  of  houses  already  dealt  with  under 
the  Housing  Act,  1936,  there  still  remain  a number  of  houses  in 
the  area,  which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  which  will 
be  dealt  with  in  the  near  future. 

The  standard  of  housing  conditions  has  risen  tremendously 
recently  and  houses  which  were  considered  quite  good  a few  years 
ago  no  longer  merit  that  description. 

There  must  be  no  slackening  of  effort  to  rid  the  district  of  bad 
houses  and  to  erect  in  their  place  modern  houses  of  good  design 


and  sound  construction,  with  all  amenities  to  make  life  easier  and 
happier  for  those  who  inhabit  them. 

Overcrowding. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1,072  houses  in  the  area  were  overcrowded 
involving  1,305  families,  and 5,345  persons.  228  casesof  overcrowding 
were  relieved  during  the  year  and  in  addition  to  that  number,  123 
cases  of  overcrowding  were  transferred  to  other  districts  under  the 
Durham  County  Review  Order,  1937.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  Council 
to  build  houses  to  relieve  overcrowding  and  rehouse  tenants  from 
Slum  Clearance  property  simultaneously  and  suitable  sites  have  been 
acquired  for  this  purpose.  The  vexed  question  of  the  sub-tenant 
is  still  with  us  and  applies,  not  only  to  privately  owned  houses, 
but  also  to  council  property.  The  Council  must  at  an  early  date 
take  steps  at  least  so  far  as  their  own  property  is  concerned,  to 
put  an  end  to  sub-letting.  Whether  the  presence  of  a sub-tenant 
in  the  house  means  overcrowding  the  house  or  not,  I understand 
that  this  can  be  done  under  the  tenancy  agreement. 

As  the  Council  at  the  completion  of  the  Slum  Clearance  pro- 
gramme and  with  the  abatement  of  overcrowding,  will  own 
approximately  4,500  houses,  it  is  most  important  that  the  question 
of  the  appointment  of  a qualified  inspector  for  these  houses  as 
suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  should  be  considered. 

Further  particulars  on  housing  will  be  found  in  the  reports 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

During  the  year  64  houses  have  been  built  by  private  enterprise 


and  417  by  the  Local  Authority,  as  follows  : — 

Private 

Local 

Parish. 

Enterprise. 

Authority. 

Birtley 

3 

312 

Bournmoor  . . . 

8 

— 

Edmondsley 

...  ...  — 

— 

Harraton 

14 

— 

Lambton 

1 

— 

Lamesley 

3 

8 

Great  Lumley 

— 

— 

Little  Lumley 

— 

— 

Ouston 

...  ...  — 

48 

Pelton 

19 

— 

Plawsworth 

1 

— 

Sacriston 

16 

— 

Urpeth 

— 

49 

Waldridge  . . . 

— 

— 

81 


In  addition  to  the  houses  built  for  Slum  Clearance  and  over- 
crowding, at  the  present  time  the  Council  own  the  following  Housing 


Estates  : — 

Pelton 

113 

Perkinsville 

213 

Sacriston 

100 

Lumley 

122 

Eighton  Banks 

89 

Edmondsley 

145 

Fatfield 

110 

Birtley 

526 

Bournmoor  (including 
Houses) 

25  Aged  Persons' 

75 

Total 

1493 

SECTION  E— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply 

The  report  of  Mr.  J.  Smith,  Veterinary  Officer  to  the  Durham 
County  Council,  upon  inspections  carried  out  in  the  Chester-le- 
Street  Rural  District  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926, 
is  as  follows  : — 


(1) 

No  of  visits  to  cowkeeeprs 

195 

(2) 

No.  of  cows  examined 

3114 

(3) 

General  condition  and  type  of  cows... 

Good. 

(4) 

General  cleanliness  ol  cows  

Fair  to  good. 

(5) 

General  conditions  of  sanitation 

Satisfactory. 

(6) 

Chief  methods  of  milk  disposal 

Retail  and 
Wholesale. 

(7) 

No.  of  animals  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order: — 
(a)  Tuberculosis  of  the  udder  or  giving 

T.B,  milk 

9 

(b)  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

19 

Total  

28 

(8) 

No.  of  cases  of  diseases  other  than  Tuber- 

culosis  (Chiefly  Mastitis)  

69 

.^2 


General  Observations. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  and  the  general  health  of  the  cows 
in  this  district  were  on  the  whole  fairly  good  and  the  class  of  cow 
kept  is  good.  Sampling  of  milk  is  carried  out  regularly  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Eighteen  farms  are  now  producing  “ Accredited  milk." 

The  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milk  shops  in  your  district  are 
regularly  inspected  by  the  members  of  your  sanitary  staff  and 
everything  possible  is  done  to  ensure  a clean  milk  supply  for  the 
inhabitants  of  the  area.  Alterations  have  been  carried  out  during 
the  year  to  a number  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  and  they  now  conform 
to  modern  requirements,  but  there  still  remain  a few  where  alteration 
is  necessary.  In  addition  to  the  inspections  carried  out  by  your 
sanitary  staff,  a clinical  examination  of  the  cows  is  carried  out 
twice  a year  by  the  veterinary  staff  of  the  County  Council,  when 
any  diseased  condition  present  is  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
farmer,  and  advice  given  as  to  the  best  method  of  dealing  with 
same. 

Samples  of  milk  are  taken  at  regular  intervals  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspectors  and  submitted  to  the  Agricultural  Department,  King's 
College,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  for  examination.  87  samples  of 
milk  were  taken  during  the  year  and  90%  of  the  samples  were 
within  Accredited  standard.  In  the  other  cases,  check  samples 
were  taken  and  with  few  exceptions  conform  to  our  requirements. 
It  was  necessary  however,  to  invite  one  or  two  of  the  producers 
to  appear  before  the  Council  because  of  the  continued  bad  samples 
of  milk.  This  action  had  the  necessary  effect,  and  these  producers 
with  the  help  of  your  sanitary  staff  are  now  producing  clean  milk. 
The  milk  from  one  farm  was  suspected  of  being  the  cause  of  an 
outbreak  of  cases  of  streptococcal  sore  throats  and  Scarlet  Fever 
amongst  the  inhabitants.  On  investigation  this  was  proved  to 
be  so.  Two  men  handling  the  milk  were  suspended  from  duty, 
and  following  this,  no  further  cases  arose. 

The  Council  has  recently  decided  to  take  samples  of  milk  for 
examination  for  the  presence  of  the  tubercle  bacillus,  in  addition 
to  the  ordinary  samples  for  cleanliness  purposes.  This  is  a step 
in  the  right  direction,  because  although  we  can  congratulate  ourselves 
that  the  milk  in  this  district  is  of  a high  standard  and  clean,  it  is 
nevertheless  important  to  assure  ourselves  that  the  milk  being 
produced  is  " safe  ” milk.  There  are  70  producers  and  59  purveyors 
of  milk  in  this  district  and  of  that  number  18  are  producing 
Accredited  milk. 


(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  your 
Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year  : — 

Carcases  Inspected. 

Beef 
Mutton 
Pork 
Veal 


IIOJ) 

2121) 

818 

8 


Total 

Meat  Condemned  and  Destroyed 
Beef 
Pork 
Mutton 
Lungs 
Heads 
Livers 
Kidneys 
Offals  and  Fats 


4064 

299|  stones. 
14  stones. 
20  lbs. 

143  pairs. 

34 

140 

16 

73 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows. 

t 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (if  known)  ... 

494 

G15 

8 

2129 

818 

Number  inspected 

494 

615 

8 

2129 

818 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis— \Miole  carcases 
condemned 

- - 





1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

1 

51 

2 

7 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis 

0'o6 

6-84 

0-12 

1-53 

Tuberculosis  only — Whole 
carcases  condemned 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned ... 

1 

U1 

- 

37 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

or»(i 

l8-<)6 

— 

— 

4-83 
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There  are  six  registered  and  nine  licensed  slaughter  houses 
in  the  area,  and  complaints  are  seldom  received  with  reference 
to  them.  The  standard  of  cleanliness  is  good,  and  all  precautions 
are  taken  to  protect  the  food  from  contamination. 

The  slaughter  houses  are  regularly  visited  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  in  their  respective  areas  at  the  time  of  slaughter,  and 
the  figures  given  above  show  how  unremitting  this  attention  has 
been.  This  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  is  to 
be  highly  commended,  as  it  is  extremely  unlikely  that  diseased 
meat  is  ever  consumed  as  human  food. 

The  Council  recently  passed  a resolution  that  all  animals 
including  sheep  must  be  stunned  by  the  humane  killer  before 
slaughtering,  and  this  comes  into  operaiton  on  7th  March,  1938. 
Further  details  of  meat  inspection  will  be  found  in  the  reports  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


(c).  Adulteration. 

Durham  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  the  Artificial 
Cream  Act,  1929,  the  Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations, 
1923  and  1927,  the  Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1923 
and  1927  and  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.  in  Food)  Regu- 
lations, 1925  and  1927. 


(d.)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

Samples  of  Milk  taken  by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  advisory 
purposes  are  submitted  to  the  Agricultural  Department,  King’s 
College,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  for  examination  and  report. 

The  examination  of  other  food  samples,  taken  by  the  Inspectors 
of  Durham  County  Council,  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Analyst 
whose  premises  are  situated  in  Darlington. 


(e.)  Nutrition. 

Advice  is  given  to  mothers  attending  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Clinics  on  this  important  subject  of  nutrition  and 
in  addition  to  this,  children  now  receive  instruction  at  the  domestic 
science  centres  of  elementary  and  secondary  schools.  Every 
available  opportunity  is  taken  to  discuss  and  help  these  people 
in  the  better  understanding  of  this  difficult  and  complicated  subject. 
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(f.)  Shellfish.  (Molluscan). 

There  are  no  shellhsh  beds  or  layings  in  this  district. 


SECTION  F— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

There  was  no  change  during  the  year  in  the  diseases  com- 
pulsorily notifiable  under  the  Notification  Acts  and  Regulations. 

The  Public  Health  (Ophthalmia  Neonatorum)  Amendment 
Regulations,  1937,  require  the  notification  of  cases  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  to  be  made  by  the  notifying  practitioner  direct  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  local  Authority  for  the  purpose 
of  notification,  which  is  in  all  districts  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Authority,  in  order  that  there  may  be  no  delay  in  the 
provision  of  that  authority  for  any  necessary  assistance.  The 
Count}'^  Council  is  the  authority  responsible  for  this  district.  These 
provisions  came  into  operation  on  April  1st,  1937. 

The  terms  " continued  fever  ” and  “ puerperal  fever  ” have 
been  omitted  from  the  definition  of  “ notifiable  disease  ” in  Section 
343,  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  The  effect  of  the  omission 
of  “ puerperal  fever  ” is  that  on  the  1st  October,  1937,  the  obligation 
imp>osed  by  Part  III  of  the  Public  Health  (Notification  of  Puerperal 
Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia)  Regulations,  1926,  the  notifying 
of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  will  include  the  obligation  to  notify  conditions 
at  present  notifiable  as  puerperal  fever  under  the  Infectious  Disease 
(Notification)  Acts.  These  various  changes  were  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  practitioners  before  the  change  took  place. 


Prevalence. 

There  was  a reduction  in  the  incidence  of  the  notifiable  infec- 
tious diseases  during  the  year.  477  notifications  were  received 
compared  with  634  for  the  previous  year  and  670  Rr  1935.  Cases 
of  ^arlet  Fever  were  markedly  fewer,  and  cases  of  Diphtheria 
were  less  than  half  what  they  were  in  the  previous  year.  There 
was  a reduction  in  the  number  of  notifications  received  for  all 
notifiable  diseases  with  the  exception  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  and  Enteric  Fever. 


8G 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  notified  during 
the  past  ten  years  : — 


1937. 
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The  attack  rates  of  the  notifiable  diseases  per  1,000  of  the 
population  for  the  Rural  District,  compared  with  the  rates  for 
England  and  Wales  are  shown  on  the  following  table  : — 


Disease. 

Chester-Ie-Street 
Rural  Sistrict 

England 
and  Wales. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

4-07 

2-33 

Diphtheria 

1-64 

1-49 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

0-05 

005 

Erysipelas 

0-73 

0-37 

Pneumonia 

2-41 

1-36 

The  following  table  gives  the  attack  rate  per  1,000  ot  p)opulation 
of  the  infectious  diseases  in  the  various  townships  : — 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  INCIDENCE- ATTACK  RATE  PER  1,000 

POPULATION. 


Township. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Pneu- 

monia. 

Ery- 

sipelas. 

Biddick  South 



- 

Birtley 

312 

0-78 

112 

0-(5 

Bournmoor 

2-06 

— 

0-6 

— 

Edmondsley  ... 

30 

2-2 

6-7 

1-3 

Harraton 

5-08 

408 

0-68 

0-.34 

Lambton 

8-54 

— 

— 



Lamesley 

3-59 

2-29 

1-3 

0-65 

Lumley  Great 

1-7 

113 

1-7 

— 

Lumley  Little 

1-24 

— • 

2-48 

1-24 

Ouston 

7-38 

DOS 

— 

3-1(5 

Pelton 

7-81 

1-53 

3(53 

0-84 

Plawsworth  ... 

1-24 

1-24 

1-24 

— 

Urpeth 

6-04 

210 

3 02 

— 

Waldridge 

4-08 

— 

— 

1-19 

Sacriston 

2-55 

3-47 

31 

109 

Scarlet  Fever. 

179  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year 
compared  with  215  for  the  previous  year.  This  is  equivalent  to 
an  attack  rate  of  4-07  per  1,000  of  the  population.  It  will  be 
observed  from  the  table  on  page  that  the  year  1934  was  the 
peak  year  for  the  number  of  cases  notified  and  it  appears  that  the 
disease  is  now  on  the  decline. 

The  majority  of  the  cases  were  in  children  of  school  age,  99 
being  in  the  age  group  6 — 15,  whilst  58  were  in  the  1 — 5 age  group. 
153  cases  were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  where  the  average 
duration  of  treatment  was  28  days. 


The  disease  generally  was  of  a mild  type  and  was  responsible 
for  one  death. 

Streptococcus  Antitoxin  (Scarlatina)  is  given  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital  to  all  toxic  cases  with  good  results  and  in  addition 
Prontosil  has  been  used  with  marked  effect. 

26  cases  of  the  disease  were  treated  at  home,  and  it  was  noted, 
that  where  a case  was  treated  at  home,  no  new  cases  arose  in  the 
household.  Where  home  conditions  are  suitable  and  isolation 
can  be  effectively  carried  out,  there  is  no  doubt  that  home  isolation 
of  the  present  type  of  Scarlet  Fever  is  the  best  method.  The 
explanation  of  this  is  that  Scarlet  Fever  is  caused  by  Haemolyptic 
Streptococcus,  of  which  there  are  numerous  types,  and  where 
children  are  congregated  in  hospital,  there  is  the  risk  of  infection 
by  another  type.  This  is  not  intended  as  a ciritcism  of  the  Chester- 
le-Street  Isolation  Hospital,  or  Isolation  Hospitals  in  general, 
but  has  been  proved  conclusively  during  the  past  few  years,  and 
in  the  light  of  this  knowledge  it  is  necessary  to  limit  the  number 
of  admissions  of  Scarlet  Fever  to  hospital,  so  that  other  more  serious 
diseases  may  be  treated  there.  In  one  parish  of  your  district  it 
was  found  that  there  was  a slight  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  streptococcal  sore  throats.  Milk 
produced  at  a farm  was  suspected  as  the  cause  of  the  outbreak, 
and  on  investigation  proved  to  be  so.  Two  of  the  handlers  of 
the  milk  were  found  to  have  the  germ  in  their  throats,  and  on  their 
suspension  from  handling  the  milk,  the  outbreak  subsided. 

Frequently  the  cause  of  an  outbreak  of  infection  is  the  ” missed” 
case.  The  disease  is  extremely  mild,  and  children  are  kept  at  home 
for  a few  days,  and  returned  to  school  before  the  true  nature  of 
the  disease  has  been  found,  and  in  this  way  a large  number  of 
susceptible  children  are  infected. 


Diphtheria. 

The  incidence  of  Diphtheria  was  only  half  as  much  as  it  was  in 
the  previous  year.  72  cases  were  notified  compared  with  157  for 
1936.  All  the  cases  were  treated  in  hospital.  The  disease  was 
responsible  for  four  deaths  which  is  equal  to  a death  rate  of  0 09 
per  1,000  of  the  population  and  the  attack  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
population  was  1-64. 

In  accordance  with  the  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  (Outside  London) 
Order,  1910,  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  issued  to  medical  practitioners 
by  the  Local  Authority  for  use  in  all  cases  of  Diphtheria  or  suspected 
throats  occurring  in  the  district. 
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In  1936  the  Local  Authority  put  into  operation  a scheme  for 
free  immunisation  of  children  against  Diphtheria.  The  Local 
Authority  agreed  to  pay  general  practitioners  2/6d.  for  each 
immunisation  done  and  also  supply  material  and  certificates  for 
successful  immunisation ! free.  The  result  of  this  scheme  has  been 
extremely  disappointing,  in  so  far  as  only  320  children  had 
been  immunised  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  procedure  is  painless, 
causing  the  children  as  a general  rule  no  inconvenience  at  all. 

In  this  district  we  have  been  fortunate  recently  in  having  such 
low  incidence  of  Diphtheria,  having  in  mind  the  high  incidence 
present  in  surrounding  districts,  but  no  one  can  forecast  with 
any  degree  of  certainty  how  long  this  state  of  affairs  will  continue, 
and  it  is  a matter  of  deep  concern  that  should  the  district  in  the 
near  future  have  an  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  it  will  be,  I am  afraid, 
in  view  of  the  few  children  immunised,  very  widespread. 

The  provisions  of  the  scheme  at  its  inception  were  widely 
circulated  and  each  household  with  children  was  given  full  parti- 
culars. I hope  that  in  the  near  future,  parents  in  their  wisdom 
will  take  advantage  of  this  excellent  service,  and  so  protect  their 
children  from  the  grave  consequences  of  an  attack  of  Diphtheria. 
It  is  not  claimed  that  immunisation  protects  every  child  from 
diphtheria,  but  it  is  claimed,  that  should  an  immunised  child 
contract  Diphtheria,  the  disease  will  be  milder,  and,  rarely  if  ever, 
fatal.  I would  again  stress  the  necessity  for  the  early  admini- 
tration  of  adequate  doses  of  Antitoxin  in  all  cases  whether  definitely 
diagnosed  or  suspected.  The  earlier  antitoxin  is  given,  the  greater 
are  the  chances  of  recovery. 

During  the  year,  several  of  the  cases  were  of  an  extremely 
virulent  nature  and  unfortunately  there  were  four  deaths. 

Clinical  observation  must  be,  and  is  the  only  method  at  our 
disposal  for  the  diagnosis  of  Diphtheria,  but  advantage  continues 
to  be  taken  of  the  facilities  provided  by  the  County  Council  for 
the  examination  of  throat  swabs.  Immediately  a child  is  seen 
and  has  a suspicious  throat,  a swab  should  be  taken  and  an  adequate 
dose  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  injected. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  will  take  suspected  cases  at  any  time 
and  keep  them  under  observation. 


Enteric  Fever. 

Two  notifications  of  Enteric  Fever  were  received  during  the 
year.  Both  cases  were  from  the  township  of  Birtley  and  the 
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organism  responsible  in  both  cases  was  the  Bacillus  Paratyphoid  B. 
Both  cases  were  mild  and  were  treated  in  hospital  and  recovered. 
One  of  the  cases  was  a contact  who  had  been  sent  down  here  from 
Glasgow  to  start  work,  and  was  removed  to  hospital  shortly  after 
his  arrival  here.  The  origin  of  the  other  case  was  not  discovered. 

Pneumonia. 

106  notifications  of  Pneumonia  were  received  during  the 
year  and  the  disease  was  responsible  for  26  deaths.  This  gives  an 
attack  rate  of  2-41  per  1,000  population  and  a death  rate  of  0-59 
per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  disease  was  less  prevalent  last 
year.  One  case  was  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Erysipelas. 

32  notifications  of  Erysipelas  were  received  during  the  year 
and  is  the  same  number  as  in  1936.  Four  of  the  cases  were  treated 
in  hospital  and  there  were  no  deaths  attributable  to  the  disease. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Five  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  during  the 
year  and  three  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  the  Princess  Mary 
Maternity  Hospital  under  the  Durham  County  Council  scheme. 
A private  ambulance  supplied  by  the  Local  Authority  conveyed 
them  to  the  institution. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatonun. 

Five  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified  and  two 
of  the  cases  were  treated  in  hospital.  The  remainder  were  treated 
at  home  by  the  family  doctor.  In  each  case  the  condition  cleared 
up  with  apparently  no  impairment  to  the  vision. 

Influenza. 

It  is  difficult  for  the  health  official  to  gauge  the  prevalence 
of  Influenza  as  the  disease  is  not  notifiable,  but  from  the  number 
of  notifications  of  Pneumonia,  I think  we  may  take  it  that  the 
disease  was  not  so  prevalent  during  the  past  year  as  in  former 
years,  although  it  would  appear  that  it  was  of  a severer  type.  The 
disease  was  responsible  for  21  deaths  which  is  equal  to  a death  rate 
of  0-48  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  corresponding  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  0-45. 

Cancer. 

49  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  as  being  due  to  Cancer. 
This  gives  a death  rate  of  ITl  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Of  the  49  deaths,  22  occurred  in  males  and  27  in  females. 

The  following  table  gives  the  age  group  and  distribution 
of  the  didease. 
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During  the  year,  the  Ministry  of  Health  through  the  County 
Council  carried  out  an  investigation  into  the  prevalence  of  Cancer. 
The  local  Medical  Officer  of  Health  visited  households  where  deaths 
had  occurred  as  a result  of  the  disease,  and  tables  giving  particulars 
as  to  the  treatment  received,  and  whether  treatment  was  received 
early,  were  returned  to  the  County  Medical  Olficer.  No  undue 
occupational  prevalence  was  noted.  Death  rate  from  Cancer 
has  risen  during  the  past  few  years,  but  this  increase  does  not 
necessarily  denote  an  increased  prevalence  of  the  disease.  Two 
other  factors  must  be  taken  into  consideration,  (i)  the  increasing 
longevity  of  the  population,  for  cancer  is  chiefly  a disease  of  the 
later  ages  of  life,  and  (ii)  the  more  accurate  diagnosis  of  the  disease. 


Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  Section  66  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1925,  or  under  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness,  or  for  the  treatment 
of  persons  suffering  from  any  disease  of  or  injury  to  the  eyes. 


Tuberculosis. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating  to  persons 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade) 
or  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  or  Section  172 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  (relating  to  the  compulsory  removal 
to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis). 


New  cases  and  mortality  from  Tuberculosis  during  1937  : — 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Pulmonary. 

Non-pulmonary 

Pulmonary. 

Non-pulmonary. 

Periods. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1-5 

1 

_ 

4 

1 



— — 

2 

■ 

6-15 

8 

3 

6 

7 

— 

1 

1 

1 

15-25 

7 

6 

2 

4 

4 

1 

1 

3 

26-36  ... 

4 

9 

1 

3 

2 

4 

— 

— 

35-46  ... 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

45-55  ... 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

66-65  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

66  & over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

26 

23 

12 

15 

8 

11 

5 

5 

44 


The  following  table  gives  the  notifications  and  deaths  occurring 
in  the  Rural  District  during  the  past  live  years  : — 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Non-Pulmonary. 


Year. 

Notifications. 

Deaths. 

Notifications. 

Deaths. 

1933. 

51 

32 

41 

7 

1934. 

53 

35 

36 

11 

1935. 

49 

30 

39 

13 

1936. 

40 

34 

41 

9 

1937. 

49 

19 

27 

10 

There  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications 
received  for  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  but  a marked  decrease  in 
the  notifications  for  tuberculosis  of  the  non-pulmonary  variety. 
49  notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  27  notifications  of 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  received  compared  with  40  and 
41  of  the  previous  year.  19  persons  died  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
and  10  non-pulmonary  which  gives  a death  rate  of  0-43  and  0-23 
per  1,000  of  the  population  respectively.  Unfortunately  the  state 
of  affairs  still  exists,  where  a patient  is  taken  from  bad  housing 
conditions  to  a sanatorium,  and  after  treatment  there  with  improve- 
ment, returned  to  the  same  housing  conditions  where  the  improve- 
ment is  not  maintained,  and  marked  deterioration  sets  in.  When 
the  housing  programme  is  completed,  there  will  be  an  improvement. 
Every  person  suffering  from  active  tuberculosis  should  have  a 
room  to  himself  or  herself. 

The  Local  Authority  also  decided  during  the  year  to  have 
samples  of  milk  taken  and  examined  for  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacillus.  This  should  also  tend  to  decrease  the  incidence  of  the 
non-pulmonary  type  of  Tuberculosis,  especially  among  children. 


The  Local  Authority  supplies  disinfectants  to  tuberculous 
persons  for  the  disinfection  of  sputum  and  the  washing  of  floors,  etc. 


I append  herewith  report  by  the  Sanitary  Surveyor,  Mr.  Geo. 
B.  Brown,  on  the  work  caried  out  by  his  department. 


Water  Supplies. — There  has  again  been  no  change  in  the 
supply  areas  of  the  two  public  Companies,  the  Lambton,  Hetton 
and  Joicey  Collieries  Company  and  this  Council  during  the  year, 
but  owing  to  a shortage  of  water  causing  inconvenience  to  the 
householders  in  the  higher  parts  of  Fatfield  the  Council  submitted 
a scheme  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  extending  their  own  mains 
from  the  Council  Houses  to  supply  the  parts  affected  and  the 
scheme  was  approved  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  work  commenced 
in  January,  1938. 
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The  supply  to  Pelaw  Grange  and  Browns  Buildings  is  still 
insufficient  and  the  Council  has  instructed  me  to  take  steps  to 
provide  a proper  supply  here.  Brown’s  Buildings  is  within  the 
limits  of  supply  of  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company 
but  Pelaw  Grange  is  outside  those  of  any  Public  Company. 


With  the  above  exceptions  and  a few  isolated  houses  supplied 
by  well  or  spring  water  of  doubtful  purity,  the  district  may  be  said 
to  be  well  supplied  with  water. 


With  regard  to  the  areas  where  the  Council  purchases  water 
in  bulk  from  the  Public  Companies  and  distributes  it  to  consumers, 
3 inch  mains  have  been  laid  as  extensions  to  supply  new  houses 
erected,  or  relaid  to  improve  existing  supplies  as  follows  : — 

Lumley  Area  ...  ...  ...  179  yards. 

Fatfield  Area  ...  247  yards. 

Old  Barley  Mow  Area  ...  ...  54  yards. 


Total  480  yards. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — Excepting  with  respect 
to  isolated  houses,  which  are  mostly  drained  into  cesspools,  the 
district  may  be  said  to  be  well  sewered,  with  outfalls  in  almost 
every  case  into  tidal  waters  or  to  Disposal  Works. 


Sewer  extensions  to  new  buildings  or  diversions  of  sewers 
of  various  diameters  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year.  They 
comprised  15  different  jobs,  and  a total  length  of  857  yards. 

It  is  hoped  that  sewage  disposal  works  on  up  to  date  lines 
will  be  constructed  during  the  year  1938  to  replace  several  of  the 
existing  works  in  the  district  which  have  been  in  operation  almost 
half  a century  and  are  now  considered  insufficient  owing  to  the 
increased  volume  of  sewage  to  be  treated  and  other  reasons. 


Advantage  is  being  taken  of  the  grants  now  available  for 
such  work,  which  considerably  reduces  the  burden  on  the  rate- 
payers of  the  district. 


Scavenging. — ^The  scavenging  areas  were  reduced  in  some 
cases  during  the  year  as  a result  of  the  County  of  Durham  Review 
Order,  1937,  the  direct  labour  districts  of  Sacriston,  Urpeth  and 
Lumley  being  more  or  less  affected  and  a considerable  slice  of 


46 


Harraton  Parish,  where  contract  scavenging  obtains,  was  also 
transferred  to  another  district. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  approximately  10,620  hou‘=“s  and 
other  buildings  were  being  scavenged  by  direct  labour  and  620 
by  contract. 


The  total  cost  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1937,  for 
scavenging,  including  both  direct  labour  and  contract,  was 
;fll,246  12s.  Od.  or  18/lO^d.  per  house.  In  the  direct  labour 
districts  taken  separately  the  average  cost  per  house  per  year 
was  19/8Jd. 


The  year  1937  was  commenced  with  only  one  motor  vehicle 
engaged  on  scavenging  work  (Birtley,  etc.  area)  but  during  the 
year  a second  Bedford  w'as  purchased  for  the  same  area  commencing 
to  operate  on  3rd  May  and  a Karrier  Bantam  was  obtained  and 
put  on  to  the  work  in  Pelton  and  Beamish  Area  on  the  15th  March. 


According  to  figures  got  out  since  the  end  of  the  year  with 
respect  to  the  cost  per  house  in  one  of  the  areas  in  which  motors 
are  employed,  there  has  been  a reduction  of  l/6^d.  per  house  since 
1936,  notwithstanding  an  increase  of  4/6d.  per  week  in  scavenger’s 
wages,  and  extra  week’s  annual  holiday  with  pay  and  a large 
increase  in  the  number  of  ashbins  which  are  emptied  twdce  each 
week  instead  of  once  for  the  types  of  refuse  receptacles  displaced 
by  the  bins. 


The  question  of  obtaining  suitable  tips  for  refuse  is  becoming 
more  difficult  in  some  areas  and  at  the  moment  of  writing  this 
report  we  are  without  a proper  tip  in  the  Woodstone  Village  district. 


The  scavenging  work  in  the  Rural  District  is  very  well  carried 
out,  complaints  of  neglect  being  few  and  far  between. 


New  Buildings. — A considerable  amount  of  work  is  entailed 
in  connection  with  plans  of  new  buildings  and  alterations  and 
additions  to  existing  buildings,  to  see  that  they  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  the  laws,  bye-laws  and  Draft  Planning  Scheme  and 
the  steps  to  be  taken  after  such  plans  are  submitted  to  the  Council. 
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The  following  new  houses  were  erected  and  occupied  during 
the  year. 


By  Private  Enterprise. 

Birtley  Parish  3 

Bournmoor  Parish  ...  ...  19 

Harraton  Parish  ...  ...  13 

Lambton  Parish 1 

Lamesley  Parish  3 

Pelton  Parish  ...  ...  ...  2 

Plawsworth  Parish  ...  ...  6 

Sacriston  Parish 17 

Total  64 

By  the  Council. 

Birtley  Parish  ...  ...  ...  289 

Lamesley  Parish  8 

Ouston  Parish  ...  ...  ...  48 

Urpeth  Parish  ...  ...  ...  49 


Total  ...  ...  394 


Public  Conveniences. — There  are  now  26  Public  Conveniences 
in  the  district  attended  to  by  21  persons  only  one  of  whom  is  employed 
full  time. 

No  new  convenience  has  been  built  during  the  year  but 
negotiations  for  sites  are  being  made  for  one  each  at  Twizell  Lane 
Ends,  Sacriston  and  Team  Colliery. 

Slum  Clearance. — ^The  plans  and  necessary  duplicates  of 
81  Clearance  Areas,  including  those  transferred  to  other  Districts 
in  consequence  of  the  County  of  Durham  Review  Order,  1937, 
were  completed  during  the  year. 

Privy  Conversions. — A second  instalment  of  conversions 
under  the  Grants  Scheme  was  carried  out  during  the  year.  A 
start  was  made  on  26th  May  and  428  were  completed  by  October 
at  an  average  cost  of  £S  Os.  lOfd.  each. 

My  estimate  was  £S  4s.  Od.  per  conversion,  which  the  Ministry 
cut  down  to  ;^8  before  sanctioning  this  part  of  the  scheme. 


The  areas  chiefly  covered  were  those  draining  to  the  tidal 
waters  of  the  River  Wear  and  to  Great  Lumley  and  Plawsworth 
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Sewage  Disposal  Works,  the  distribution  between  the  various 
Parishes  being  as  follows  ; — 


Great  Lumley  97 

Harraton  ...  ...  ...  ...  213 

Lamesley  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pelton  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Plawsworth  ...  ...  ...  114 


Total  428 


This  makes  a total  of  2,506  conversions  when  added  to  the 
2,078  done  under  the  first  part  of  the  scheme. 


Application  has  been  made  to  the  Ministry  for  sanction  to 
complete  the  conversion  scheme  for  the  whole  district,  but  apparently 
this  is  being  held  up  awaiting  approval  of  the  sewage  disposal 
schemes  for  the  remaining  areas. 

Central  North  Durham  Joint  Planning  Scheme. — The 
scheme  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Ministry  awaiting  final  approval. 


Disinfection  of  Premises  after  Infectious  Diseases. — 
The  man  supplied  from  this  department  carried  out  disinfection 
work  in  connection  with  320  houses  during  the  year. 
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Chester-le-Street  Rural  District  Council. 

(SOUTHERN  AREA). 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District 
Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  27th  Annual  Report, 
giving  a detailed  account  of  the  sanitary  work  done,  and  the  sanitary 
improvements  that  have  been  effected  in  the  Southern  Area  during 
the  year  1937. 

District. 

My  district  is  the  Southern  division,  comprising  the  parishes 
of  South  Biddick,  Bournmoor,  Little  Lumley,  Great  Lumley, 
Plawsworth,  Sacriston,  Edmondsley,  Waldridge  and  Pelton,  with 
an  acreage  of  11,378  and  an  approximate  population  of  23,000, 
occupying  5,465  dwelling  houses. 

County  of  Dturham  Review  Order,  1937. 

On  the  1st  April,  1937,  the  following  were  transferred  to  other 
Districts  : — 

Cocken  Parish  to  Durham  Rural  District  : 

31  dwelling  houses. 

3 cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

Witton  Gilbert  Parish,  viz.,  Witton  Gilbert  Village,  to  Durham 
Rural  District  : 

380  dwelling  houses. 

240  water-closets. 

158  ash-closets. 

9 public  buildings. 

1 workshop. 

1 bakehouse, 

1 slaughter-house. 

14  cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

South  Biddick  Parish  (part)  to  Houghton-le-Spring  Urban 
District  Council  : 

14  houses, 


50 


Inspections. 

During  the  year,  the  district  has  been  regularly  inspected  for 
the  detection  of  nuisances,  the  supervision  of  new  buildings,  works 
in  progress,  slaughter-houses,  bakehouses,  workshops,  cowsheds, 
dairies,  the  storage  of  petrol  and  the  removal  of  house  refuse. 


Nuisances. 

During  the  year  673  informal  notices  and  215  formal  notices 
were  served  requiring  the  abatement  of  nuisances  chiefly  arising 
from  structural  defects  in  dwelling  houses,  sanitary  conveniences 
and  drainage. 


Summary  of  Nuisances  dealt  with  during  the  year  1937  : — 


Nuisances. 

No.  of 
Informal 
Notices. 

No.  of 
Formal 
Notices. 

No.  of 
Nuisances 
abated 
after 
Notice. 

Drainage  — 

Drains  defective 

78 

. . . 

77 

Cesspools  defective 

1 

... 

1 

Scullery  sinks  waste  pipes 

46 

35 

Scullery  sinks  to  provide 

9 

9 

Sanitary  Conveniences  — 

Waterclosets  defective 

20 

19 

Ashclosets  defective 

37  • 

206 

260 

Ashbins  defective 

39 

35 

Privy  middens  ... 

. . . 

9 

9 

Dwelling-houses  — 

Roofs  defective 

138 

. . . 

132 

Spoutings  defective 

120 

. . . 

113 

Floors  defective 

26 

. . . 

28 

Windows  defective 

22 

35 

Walls  defective  ... 

16 

18 

Ceilings,  etc.  defective  ... 

24 

32 

Fireplaces  and  Chimneys 

19 

16 

Yard  pavements 

58 

50 

Cowsheds 

10 

5 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

1 

1 

Dangerous  buildings 

3 

3 

Refuse  and  Manure 

5 

0 

Keeping  of  Animals 

2 

2 

Total 

673 

216 

875 
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Housing. 

In  the  division  there  are  5,465  houses.  During  the  year 
the  Council  made  Clearance  Orders  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
on  647  houses,  \'iz.  : — 


Parish 

of  Bournmoor 

29 

Do. 

Edmondsley 

103 

Do. 

Great  Lumley  . . . 

99 

Do. 

Little  Lumley  . . . 

27 

Do. 

Pelton  

166 

Do. 

Plawsworth 

22 

Do. 

Waldridge 

14 

Do. 

Sacriston 

187 

The  Ministry  of  Health  held  an  Inquiry  in  October  on  the 
Clearance  Orders  of  the  above  houses. 

During  the  year  142  houses  were  reported  under  Section  11 
of  the  Housing  Acts,  and  were  dealt  with  by  the  Council,  viz.  : — 


No.  of 

Bournmoor  Parish.  Houses. 

3 and  4,  Elbay  : 1 and  2,  Salthouses  : 2,  Boundary 
Cottages : 1 and  2,  D Pit  Square  ...  7 

Edmondsley  Parish. 

Alma  Cottage  : 9 and  10,  Wellington  Terrace  : 1 and 
2,  Wood  End,  Twizell  ; High  Twizell  Cottage  ...  ...  6 

Great  Lumley  Parish. 

1 and  2,  8th  Pit  Cottages  : 4th  Pit  Cottage  3 

Little  Lumley  Parish. 

Bank  Cottage,  Castle  Dene  ...  ...  1 


Pelton  Parish. 

Pelton  Grange  Farm  Cottage  : 20-35a,  Stone  Row  ...  33 

1 and  2,  Office  Square  : 2 houses  at  Harrison’s  Buil- 
dings ; 1-11,  Hunt’s  Buildings  19 

1-6,  Orchard  Square  : 1,  Eden  Hill  Bank  Foot  : 1 and 
la,  Teasdale’s  Buildings  9 

1- 4,  Harrison’s  Buildings  : Coleman’s  Cottage  ; 32 

and  33,  Blackhorse  Terrace  ...  ...  7 

2- 9,  Wear’s  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 
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Plawsworth  Parish. 

1-4,  Swainston’s  Buildings  : Sunniside  Cottage  : 

1 and  la-6,  Club  Cottages 12 

1-5,  Morris  Buildings,  Tan  Hills  5 

17 

Waldridge  Parish. 

1 and  2,  Red  Row,  Waldridge  2 

Sacriston  Parish. 

Tin  Castle  : 1 and  2,  Gasworks  : Acorn  Cottage  : 
Cottage  at  Turnbull’s  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

1-4,  Appleby’s  Buildings  : Forsyth’s  Buildings  (2)  : 

Price’s  Buildings  (2)  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Dunn’s  Buildings  (4)  : 1-4,  Littlefair’s  Buildings  : 

Hall’s  Buildings  (2)  10 

1 and  2,  New  Close  Farm  Cottages  : Cottage  at 
Witton  Street  : 1-4,  Witton  Street  7 
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45  new  houses  have  been  erected  and  35  houses  have  been 
closed  to  human  habitation  and  29  houses  have  been  reconditioned. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 


1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(11  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 761 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 1 425 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 141 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 282 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dan- 

gerous or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  142 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation Nil. 


2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notces : — 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers 31 


3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 
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A.  — Proceedings  under  sections  9.  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  reapirs Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners Nil. 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

serv'ed  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 365 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners Nil. 

(b)  By  local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

C.  — Proceedings  under  section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  re.spect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made 33 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demo- 
lition Orders  27 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 12 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tene- 
ment or  room  having  been  rendered  fit 12 


New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  1937. 


Parish. 

By  Private 
Locality.  Enterprise. 

Bournmoor 

...  Primrose  Hill 

3 

Boundary  Cottages 

10 

New  Lambton 

6 

Lambton 

...  Primrose  Hill  

1 

Nettlesworth 

...  Tan  Hi  11s  

6 

Plawsworth  Station  Road 

1 

Pelton 

...  West  Pelton 

2 

One  house  converted  into 
two  houses 

1 

Sacriston 

...  Findon  Hill 

4 

Crossways  ... 

3 

Cross  Lane  

2 

Meadow  View 

2 

Plawsworth  Road 

6 

By  Rural 
District 
Council. 


47  Nil. 
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Houses  closed  during  1937. 


Parish. 

Pelton 


Bournmoor 


Lumley 


Locality.  No.  of  Houses. 

Nos.  4,  5,  6,  Orchard  Square  ...  .3 

1-16,  Hunt’s  Buildings  ...  ...  10 

Teasdale’s  Buildings  ...  ...  2 

Harrison’s  Buildings,  North  Side  2 

Colman’s  Cottage  ...  ...  1 

No.  10  Middle  Hold  ...  ...  1 

No.  32,  Blackhorse  Terrace  ...  1 

Bank  Foot  Cottage,  Eden  Hill  ...  1 

No.  7,  Primrose  Hill  ...  ...  1 

Boundary  Cottages  1 

Salt  Houses  ...  ...  ...  1 

D Pit  Square  ...  ...  ...  2 

8th  Pit  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

18,  Woodman’  Place  ...  ...  1 

2,  Bell’s  Place  ...  ...  ...  1 
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House  reconditioned  during  1937. 


Parish. 

Locality.  No.  of 

Houses 

Pelton 

1,  2,  3,  Orchard  Square  ... 

3 

2,  3,  Harrison’s  Buildings 

2 

Wear’s  Buildings,  High  Hold 

1 

Kenton  House,  High  Hold 

1 

Sacriston 

...  Woodside  (2) 

2 

1,  Thomas  Street 

1 

Plawsworth 

...  1,  Blacksmiths  Cottage  ... 

1 

Watchman’s  Buildings  ... 

3 

Edmondsley 

...  Tyzack  Street,  9-12 

4 

Stobart  Street,  1-4 

4 

Beechgrove  Farm  House 

1 

Lumley 

...  64,  64a,  Front  Street 

2 

2,  Half  Moon  Lane 

1 

Forge  Farm 

1 

Waldridge 

...  1,  Cedar  Street  

1 

Bournmoor 

...  Institute  House 

1 

9,  Estate  Houses  

1 

13,  Chapel  Row 

1 
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TABLE  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES,  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS 
AND  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  IN  EACH  PARISH  ON  31st  DECEMBER,  1937, 


Parish 

Description  of 
Buildings 

No.  of 
Build- 
ings. 

Description  of 
Sanitary  Conveniences 

Refuse  Receptacles. 

Water 

closets 

Ash- 

closets 

Privies 

Ash- 

bins 

Ash- 

pits 

covered 

Ash- 

pits 

un- 

covered 

South 

Dwelling-houses 

13 

10 

4 

2 

4 

7 

Bicldick. 

Public  Buildings 

1 

1 

... 

... 

Lambton. 

Dwelling-houses 

29 

8 

14 

2 

4 

2 

... 

Edmondsley 

Dwelling-houses 

532 

207 

232 

69 

44 

163 

74 

Public  Buildings 

4 

19 

5 

. . 

... 

Workshops 

3 

4 

... 

... 

Pelton 

Dwelling-houses 

1717 

1069 

610 

21 

569 

442 

70 

Public  Buildings 

15 

131 

2 

. . . 

20 

. . . 

... 

Workshops 

7 

4 

3 

... 

Plawsworth . . . 

Dwelling-houses 

397 

345 

• . • 

211 

129 

4 

Public  Buildings 

6 

22 

• 2 

. . . 

... 

Workshops 

1 

1 

... 

... 

Little 

Dwelling-houses 

407 

98 

321 

... 

21 

49 

Lumley. 

Public  Buildings 

4 

24 

2 

Workshops 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Great 

Dwelling-Houses 

427 

330 

71 

26 

158 

166 

18 

Lumley. 

Public  Buildings 

9 

14 

2 

. . . 

... 

Workshops 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Boummoor  ... 

Dwelling-houses 

431 

310 

79 

49 

225 

54 

32 

Public  Buildings 

9 

29 

5 

10 

. . . 

• . . 

Workshops 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Waldridge  . . . 

Dwelling-houses 

198 

179 

23 

1 

164 

17 

1 

Public  Buildings 

5 

9 

1 

5 

... 

... 

Sacriston 

Dwelling-houses 

1315 

549 

68,) 

43 

248 

371 

46 

Public  Buildings 

12 

44 

... 

19 

1 

. • • 

Workshops 

14 

8 

3 

... 

... 

... 

Totals 

Dwelling-houses 

5466 

3105 

2039 

217 

1648 

1400 

245 

Public  Buildings 

65 

293 

9 

5 

59 

1 

. • . 

Workshops 

28 

13 

13 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Total 

5559 

3411 

2061 

222 

... 

... 

... 

5fi 


Sanitary  Conveniences. 

There  are  5,465  dwelling  houses  with  3,103  water-closets, 
2,039  ash-closets  and  265  privies.  During  the  year  249  water- 
closets  have  been  provided  in  lieu  of  ash-closets  and  privies. 

Conversions  to  the  water  carriage  system  which  remain  to  be 
done,  exclusive  of  the  houses  scheduled  for  slum  clearance  and 
under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1936,  are  approximately 
1,500. 


Privy  Conversions  during  1937. 


Parish. 

Sacriston 


Edmondsley 


Locality.  No.  A.  C. 

Demoli.shed 

Privy 

Demolished 

Sacriston,  Woodside  ... 

1 

1 — 

North  View,  Woodside 

1 

— 1 

Craig’s  Factory 

1 

1 — 

10,  Mount  Pleasant, 
Daisy  Hill 

1 

1 — 

1-4,  Stobart  Street  ... 

4 

4 

9-12,  Tyzack  Street  ... 

4 

— 4 

Beechgrove  Hall 

1 

— — 

Pelton  ...  Kenton  House,  High  Hold  1 

Middle  Hold  ...  " ...  2 


7,  South  Terrace,  High 
Hold 1 

4,  8,  Alexandra  Street, 

Newfield  ...  ...  2 

10,  10a,  Edward  Street, 
Newfield  ...  ...  2 

5,  Greta  Street,  Newfield  1 

4,  6,  Queen  Street,  Grange 

Villa  2 

Pelton  East  Farm  ...  1 

Bournmoor  ...9,  11,  Estate  Houses...  2 
Institute  House  ...  1 

Lambton  ...  Dun  Cow  Inn  ...  2 

Little  Lumley  Limiley  Forge  Farm  ...  I 

Great  Lumley  14,  15,  27,  28,  Lumley 

Thicks  4 

1-4,  Windsor  Terrace...  4 

St.  Elvan’s,  1-11,  Ren- 
wick  Terrace  ...  12 

3,  5,  7,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17, 

19,  21,  23,  25,  27,  29, 

31,  33,  35,  37,  39,  41, 

43,  45,  Front  Street  ...  22 


2 


1 — 

2 

2 

1 — 

2 — 

1 — 

— 2 

— 1 

— 2 

1 — 

4 — 

4 — 

12  — 


22 
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East  Farm ; Fox  and 

Hounds  2 

(59,  71,  73,  89  Front  Street  4 
7,  David’s  Fold  ...  1 

97,  99,  101,  103,  105, 

107,  Front  Street  ...  (5 

Tindale’s  House  ; Hazel 

House  2 

2,  4,  6.  8,  10,  12,  18,  20, 

22,  24,  26,  28,  30,  32, 

34,  Front  Street  ...  16 

Middle  Farm ; Seven 
Stars  Inn  ...  ...  3 

Workman’s  Club  ...  1 

1,  2,  Chapel  Entry ; 

Methodist  Church  ...  3 

High  Farm ; 6,  Half 

Moon  Lane  ...  3 

School  House ; 131, 

Front  Street  ...  2 

2,  11,  Loves  Row;  1, 

Jobling’s  Yard  ...  3 

1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  Sinker’s 

Row 6 

7,  Herron’s  Row  ...  1 

159,  159|,  Front  Street  2 


2 

4 

1 

6 

2 


15 


3 

3 

3 

1 


3 


6 

1 

2 


Plawsworth  . . . 1-29,  Woodland  Terrace  29  26 

1,  2,  Hobbletrot  ...  2 — 

1-4,  Bell’s  Buildings  ...  4 3 

' 1-5,  Broadmires  Terrace  5 5 

1,  2,  Broadmires  ...  2 2 

Watchman’s  Buildings  1 1 

1-22,  Front  Street  ...  22  22 

23-36,  Middle  Street  ...  14  14 

75-86,  Cross  Row  ...  12  12 

Tan  Hills,  Cottage  ...  1 1 

1,  Plawsworth  Gate  ...  1 1 

Highlander  Farm  ...  1 1 

1,10,  Ripon  Terrace  ...  10  2 

Mill  House  Farm  ...  1 1 

Plawsworth  Hall  Farm  1 — 

Hinds  House  ...  1 1 

1-5,  Blacksmith’s  Cottages  5 5 

Plawsworth  Cottage  ...  1 1 

Tan  Hills  Co-op.  Stores  2 2 

East  Farm,  Plawsworth  1 1 
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Slaughter  houses. 

There  are  seven  licensed  slaughter  houses  and  two  registered 
slaughter  houses  in  the  area. 

They  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  were  found  to  be  kept 
in  a satisfactory  condition. 

The  walls  of  one  slaughter  house  have  been  rendered  in  cement 
and  the  floor  relaid  in  cement. 

Meat  Inspection. 

464  carcases  of  beef,  461  carcases  of  mutton  and  360  carcases 
of  pork  have  been  examined  during  the  year. 

The  following  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consump- 
tion : — 8 stones  of  pork,  8 pigs  heads,  1 beasts  head,  3 sets  of  lungs, 
31  livers  and  the  entrails  of  2 beasts. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed(  if  known)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  inspected 

314 

150 

— 

461 

360 

All  Diseases  Except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

6 





- 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  ... 

4% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 



- - - 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

11 

- 

28 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

7-3% 

— 

— 

7.70/ 
i t /o 
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Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

There  are  30  cowkeepers  and  43  purveyors  of  milk  in  the 
area.  The  cowsheds  and  dairies  have  been  regularly  inspected 
and  were  found  to  be  kept  in  good  condition  and  with  the  exception 
of  four,  the  buildings  and  equipment  are  of  a good  standard  for 
maintaining  the  health  of  the  cattle  therein  and  producing  a clean 
milk  supply. 

During  the  year,  alterations  and  improvements  have  been 
carried  out  at  the  following  farms.  Highlander  Farm,  Plawsworth, 
new  dairy  and  cowsheds  improved;  Lumley  Forge  Farm,  new 
dairy  and  cowshed  improved  ; Ivy  house  Farm,  new  dairy  and 
new  cowshed  constructed ; Beechgrove  Farm,  Edmondsley, 
new  cowshed  and  dairy  constructed. 

There  are  five  of  the  producers  who  have  qualified  for  the 
Accredited  Scheme. 


Milk  Samples. 

During  the  year,  43  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted 
to  King’s  College,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  for  bacteriological  exami- 
nation. 8 of  the  samples  were  unsatisfactory  and  34  of  the  samples 
were  within  the  prescribed  conditions  of  the  accredited  standard. 
Seven  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  produced  outside  of  the 
Rural  District  Council’s  area. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  milk  produced  in  the  area  is  of  a high 
standard  of  cleanliness  and  will  compare  favourably  with  milk 
produced  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

In  the  area  there  are  9 factories,  17  workshops  and  8 bakehouses. 


Factories. 

Brick-making  3,  glazed  brick  works  1,  pipeworks  1,  cement 
kerb  etc.,  1,  sausage  making  1,  By-product  works  2. 


Workshops. 

Blacksmiths  2,  Motor  repairing  1,  joinery,  2,  watch  repairing  1, 
knitting  1,  boot  repairing  7,  tailoring  2,  printing  1. 


00 


Bakehouses  8. 

Inspections  have  been  made  for  the  supervision  of  the  above 
workshops  as  to  the  conditions  to  maintain  the  health  of  the  persons 
employed  therein. 

In  one  factory  a watercloset  was  constructed  in  lieu  of  an 
ash-closet. 

One  new  bakehouse  was  erected  to  displace  a building  that 
was  unsuitable  as  a bakehouse. 


Petroleum  and  Carbide  Licenses. 

Fourteen  licences  were  granted  to  store  10,000  gallons  of 
petrol  in  underground  tanks  and  2 licences  to  store  4 cwts.  of  Calcium 
Carbide. 

Scavenging. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  is  done  by  direct  labour  with  the 
exception  of  South  Biddick  Parish  where  it  is  done  by  Contract  at 
19/3  per  house  per  year. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


TOM  S.  WADGE, 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Chester-le-Street  Rural  District  Council 

(NORTHERN  AREA). 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report  for  1937. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  sanitary 
conditions,  housing,  premises  controlled  by  Bye-laws,  meat  and 
food  inspection  and  scavenging  in  the  Northern  Area,  of  your 
District. 


Area  and  Population. 

The  Northern  Area  comprises  the  Parishes  of  Birtley,  Harraton, 
Lamesley,  Ouston  and  Urpeth,  embracing  an  area  of  12,216  acres 
with  an  estimated  population  of  23,799. 

During  the  year,  the  area  of  the  parishes  of  Harraton  and 
Urpeth  have  been  reduced  under  the  Review  of  County  Districts, 
with  a corresponding  reduction  in  the  population  of  these  parishes. 

The  Order  was  effective  as  from  the  1st  of  April,  1937,  and  the 
following  is  a summary  of  Area  and  properties  transferred. 


To  Washington  Urban  District  Council  : — 


Area 

Houses 

Schools 

Brickworks 

Iron  Works 

Cinema 


355  acres. 
169 
1 
2 
1 


To  Stanley  Urban  District 


Council 


Area 
Houses 
Schools  ... 


41  acres. 
169 
1 


Housing. 

Progress  in  house  building  is  being  maintained  at  a steady 
level,  but  an  increased  rate  of  production  is  necessary  to  keep  pace 
with  the  deterioration  of  much  of  the  old  property  in  the  Area. 
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The  Slum  Clearance  Schemes  under  the  five  years  plan  have 
now  all  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  inquiries 
have  been  held.  The  last  inquiry  was  held  on  the  26th  and  27th 
of  October,  1937,  following  which  the  Inspector  visited  all  the 
properties  included  in  the  schemes.  The  report  has  not  yet  been 
received. 

Under  the  Slum  Clearance  Schemes  1,124  houses  have  been 
included  in  Orders,  and  the  population  to  be  displaced  is  4,944. 

In  addition  to  Slum  Clearance  schemes,  256  houses  have  been 
dealt  with  under  Section  19  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  and  Section 
11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

30  houses  have  been  demolished  under  the  above  sections  and 
301  houses  have  been  demolished  following  confirmation  orders 
of  houses  included  in  Slum  Clearance  Schemes.  147  are  now 
vacant  awaiting  demolition  following  action  by  the  Council. 

During  the  year,  29  houses  have  been  built  by  private  enter- 
prise and  393  have  been  completed  under  the  Council’s  Housing 
Schemes. 


The  allocation  of  houses  built  in  parishes  is  as  follows  : — 


Birtley 

By  Council. 

...  288 

Private 

Enterprise. 

5 

Total 

293 

Harraton 

— 

21 

21 

Lamesley 

8 

3 

11 

Ouston 

48 

_ 

48 

Urpeth 

49 

■ — - 

49 

393 

29 

422 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  first  schedule  appended  gives  a summary  of  all  houses 
and  premises  in  the  area,  together  with  the  number  and  types  of 
the  various  closets  and  refuse  receptacles  in  connection  with  the 
premises,  and  the  third  schedule  shows  the  improvements  effected 
during  the  year. 

During  the  year,  further  progress  has  been  made  with  the 
conversion  from  the  conservancy  system  to  the  water  carriage 
system. 

All  dry  conveniences  in  the  parish  of  Harraton,  where  water 
supply  and  sufficient  sewers  are  available,  have  been  converted 


to  water  closets,  and  dust  bins  have  been  substituted  for  ash  boxes 
and  ashpits. 

A final  list  of  all  the  remaining  premises  in  the  area,  with  the 
exception  of  premises  either  included  in  Slum  Clearance  Areas  or 
being  dealt  with  otherwise  by  the  Council,  with  the  types  of  closet 
in  existence  has  been  prepared,  and  the  final  scheme  for  the  con- 
version of  these  closets  is  being  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
for  their  approval. 

It  is  anticipated  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  1938,  all  conveniences 
capable  of  being  converted  will  have  the  water  carriage  system  in 
operation,  and  dry  insanitary  closets  will  practically  be  a thing 
of  the  past.  The  improvement  will  be  reflected  in  the  general 
improvement  in  the  health  of  the  community. 


Scavenging. 

Refuse  is  generally  dealt  with  by  controlled  tipping  at  suitable 
places,  chiefly  worked  out  clay  pits  or  quarries,  and  in  some  instances 
it  is  used  to  level  up  land  which  has  been  affected  by  subsidence 
from  coal  workings.  As  there  is  now  little  night  soil  or  paper, 
nuisances  do  not  often  arise. 

The  Council  does  not  generally  deal  with  trade  refuse,  unless 
arrangements  are  entered  into  for  the  payment  of  fees  for  collecting 
and  ^posal.  Several  tradesmen  have  taken  advantage  of  this 
method  with  advantage  to  themselves  and  the  public  generally. 

With  the  exception  of  the  parish  of  Harraton,  all  scavenging 
is  done  by  Direct  Labour,  and  is  effected  by  means  of  a combination 
of  motor  vehicles  and  horse  drawn  specially  constructed  carts, 
the  latter  being  used  where  access  to  the  premises  is  difficult  for 
the  motors.  Birtley  and  Lamesley  combine  as  a joint  scavenging 
area,  as  also  do  Ouston  and  Urpeth. 

In  Harraton  the  work  is  done  chiefly  by  Contract.  The  whole 
of  the  parish,  with  the  exception  of  a few  houses  in  Portobello, 
the  Picktree  and  Pelaw  Grange  Areas,  is  divided  into  two  divisions, 
and  two  Contractors  are  employed  on  the  work. 

Complaints  with  regard  to  scavenging  are  very  rare  except 
in  the  case  of  trade  refuse.  Regular  inspections  of  these  premises 
are  made  and  complaints  are  usually  attended  to  at  once. 

The  costs  of  Scavenging  in  the  Harraton  Parish  are  as  follows: — 

No.  I Division — 12/10  per  house  per  annum. 

2 „ 10/- 
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Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

There  are  40  Registered  Dairies  in  the  Northern  Area  of  whom 
13  are  Accredited  Producers.  31  of  the  above  producers  distribute 
their  milk  retail  and  9 dispose  of  their  milk  wholesale. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  are  11  purveyors  of  milk  in 
the  Area. 

During  the  year,  44  samples  of  milk  were  taken,  for  Advisory 
purposes,  and  submitted  to  the  Agricultural  Department,  King’s 
College,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  for  bacteriological  examination.  The 
results  show  that  90%  were  within  the  Accredited  standard  of 
cleanliness. 

The  cowsheds  and  daires  have  mostly  been  improved,  and 
generally  a good  standard  of  premises  exist.  The  dairies  and 
cowsheds  are  regularly  inspected  and  producers  co-operate  with 
the  Inspector  in  maintaining  a good  standard  of  cleanliness. 

All  cows  are  inspected  clinically  twice  each  year  by  the  County 
Veterinary  Staff  and  every  effort  is  made  to  maintain  a high  standard 
of  quality  and  cleanliness  of  milk. 

Water  Supply. 

The  main  part  of  the  area  is  well  supplied  with  water  by  the 
Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company,  Durham  County  Water 
Board  and  the  Lambton,  Hetton  and  Joicey  Colliery  Company, 
but  there  are  certain  outlying  properties  which  have  still  to  depend 
on  springs,  wells,  etc.,  which  were  considered  of  doubtful  purity. 
23  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  analysis  and  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Department,  King’s  College,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne.  13  of  these  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  until 
some  other  action  can  be  taken,  the  consumers  were  advised  to 
boil  all  water  before  using,  as  a precautionary  measure. 

Meat  Inspection. 

The  slaughter  houses  in  the  area  remain  the  same  as  last 
year,  viz.  : — 4 registered  and  2 licensed. 

There  has  been  no  reason  for  any  complaint  with  regard  to 
the  condition  of  any  of  the  slaughter  houses  during  the  year.  The 
premises  are  well  kept  and  every  care  is  taken  to  keep  them  in  a 
satisfactory  state  and  to  comply  with  the  condition  laid  down  in 
the  Meat  Regulations,  1924. 

All  carcases  are  inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter  and  all 
unsound  meat  is  destroyed  by  burning.  The  following  carcases 
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were  inspected  during  the  year  : — Beef,  645,  Mutton  1,668,  Pork 
458,  Veal  8.  The  following  meat  was  condemned  and  destroyed 
as  above  : — 


Beef  ... 

2994  stones 

Mutton 

20"lbs. 

Pork 

6 stone. 

Heads 

33 

Lungs 

140 

Livers 

...  109 

Kidneys 

16 

Offals  and  Fats 

71 

The  Council  have  recently  passed  a resolution  that  all  animals 
including  sheep,  must  be  stunned  with  the  Humane  Killer  before 
slaughter. 

Carcases  inspected  and  condemned. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

180 

465 

8 

1668 

458 

Number  inspected 

180 

465 

8 

1668 

458 

All  Diseases  Except 
Tuberculosis. 

\Miole  carcases  con- 
demned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

1 

45 

0 

2 

7 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

Oooo 

9-68 

0-12 

1-53 

Tuberculosis  only. 
^Vhole  carcases  con- 
demned 

1 

4 

— 

— — 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

130 

- 

9 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  tubercukjsis 

0-055 

28-82 

— 

— 

1 -965 

on 


Petroleum  (Consolidated)  Act,  1928. 

Licenses  for  tlie  storage  of  Petrol  and  Carbide  arc  issued  in 
January  each  year. 

During  the  year,  23  licenses  were  issued  and  the  amount  of 
petrol  stored  was  24,500  gallons. 

All  the  stores  except  two  consist  of  steel  tanks  in  brick  built 
underground  chambers,  filled  in  with  sand,  and  covered  with 
concrete,  the  petrol  being  extracted  by  use  of  pumps. 

Two  stores  are  brick  built  buildings  fitted  with  proper  doors 
and  locks,  the  petrol  being  stored  in  two-gallon  metal  containers. 

There  is  one  metal  store,  in  which  not  more  than  60  gallons 
of  petrol  is  stored,  and  for  which  no  licence  fee  is  payable.  This 
store  comes  within  the  provisions  of  S.R.O.  1929,  No.  952.  The 
stores  are  regularly  inspected  and  no  cause  of  complaint  has  been 
noted  during  the  year. 


Carbide  of  Calcium. 

The  number  of  licenses  issued  was  7 and  the  quantity  stored 
was  70  cwts.  There  was  no  complaint  against  any  of  these  stores. 


Smoke  Nuisances. 

Three  serious  smoke  nuisances  have  been  dealt  with  during 
the  year,  two  successfully  and  one  for  which  no  effective  action 
has  yet  been  taken.  Two  of  the  complaints  concerned  burning 
Pit  Heaps.  At  Harraton  Colliery  the  management  installed  a 
clay  puddling  pan  and  a force  pump.  The  clay  which  has  been 
puddled  to  the  consistency  of  thick  cream  is  conveyed  by  pipes 
to  the  tip,  and  connected  to  perforated  steel  tubes  which  have  been 
forced  down  into  the  burning  heap  a distance  of  5 to  6 feet.  The 
pumps  then  force  the  puddled  clay  through  the  mass  of  burning 
material  until  it  shows  on  the  surface.  The  results  have  been 
very  successful  and  at  the  present  time  very  little  nuisance  exists. 

The  second  concerned  a factory  chimney.  The  matter  was 
investigated  when  the  cause  was  found  to  be  a faulty  design  of 
the  furnaces.  The  design  has  since  been  modified  and  no  further 
cause  of  complaint  has  been  noted. 
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Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  28  Factories,  4“)  Workshops,  20  Workplaces,  2 
Bakehouses,  in  the  area.  These  premises  are  regularly  inspected 
and  little  cause  of  complaint  is  found. 

One  new  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  Electric  Cables  has 
been  constucted  during  the  year  and  H.M.  Munition  Factory  has 
again  been  put  into  operation. 


Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Written 
Notices. 
6 
2 
2 


222  10 


Defects  Found. 

Want  of  cleanliness 
Other  nuisances 
Sanitary  Accommodation  : 

Insufficient 
Defective 

10  9 


Found. 

1 

6 


Re  me  died. 
1 
4 


3 

1 


3 

1 


Premises 
Factories  .. 
Workshops 
Workplaces 


Inspection. 

63 

84 

75 


Pit  Head  Baths. 

During  the  year.  Pit  Head  Baths  have  been  completed  and 
opened  at  Harraton  Colliery.  New  baths  are  in  course  of  erection 
at  Teams  Colliery  and  Kibblesworth.  The  one  at  Teams  Colliery 
is  nearing  completion. 


I 
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PARTICULARS  OF  SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  AT  END  OF  YEAR  1937. 


Description  of  Closet 

Refuse  Receptacles. 

Parish. 

Uescriptioii  of 

Num- 

Accommodation. 

.Ash-pits 

Buildings. 

her. 

W.C’s. 

Ash- 

closets 

Privies 

Ash- 

bins 

Cover- 

ed 

Open 

Birtley 

Houses 

2841 

2758 

120 

13 

2573 

118 

() 

Schools 

.8 

115 

... 

. . . 

23 

. . . 

. . . 

Public  Buildings 
Factory  and 

32 

66 

... 

26 

... 

... 

Workshops 

G1 

210 

8 

1 

46 

4 

... 

Total 

2942 

3149 

128 

14 

2668 

122 

6 

Harraton 

Houses 

740 

642 

115 

27 

506 

42 

15 

Schools 

2 

27 

(> 

... 

• . • 

Public  Buildings 
Factory  and 

12 

14 

1 

6 

1 

... 

Workshops 

10 

5 

5 

... 

3 

... 

... 

Total 

764 

688 

121 

28 

521 

43 

15 

Lamesley 

Houses 

1021 

819 

184 

38 

741 

41 

17 

Schools 

3 

30 

... 

3 

• • • 

1 

Public  Buildings 
Factory  and 

18 

14 

... 

6 

1 

... 

Workshops 

14 

7 

2 

1 

... 

... 

Total 

1056 

870 

186 

38 

751 

42 

18 

Ouston 

Houses 

i39 

224 

18 

3 

214 

5 

Schools 

1 

8 

9 

1 

Public  Buildings 
Factory  and 

8 

5 

... 

2 

2 

... 

Workshops 

3 

3 

4 

... 

... 

Total 

251 

240 

22 

3 

225 

8 

... 

Urpeth 

Houses 

646 

340 

216 

109 

260 

123 

6 

Schools 

2 

10 

4 

... 

Public  Buildings 
Factory  and 

7 

14 

... 

3 

... 

... 

Workshops 

7 

9 

3 

... 

7 

... 

Total 

662 

373 

219 

109 

274 

123 

6 

Summary 

Houses 

5487 

4783 

653 

190 

4294 

329 

44 

(Northern 

Schools 

16 

190 

... 

. • • 

45 

1 

1 

Area) . 

Public  Buildings 
Factory  and 

77 

113 

1 

1 

43 

4 

... 

Workshops 

95 

234 

22 

1 

57 

4 

... 

Total 

5675 

5320 

676 

192 

4439 

338 

45 

60 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 


Summary  of  Notices  Served. 


Description. 

Number  of 
Informal 
Notices 
Given. 

Number  of 
Formal 
Notices  by 
Order  of 
Authority. 

Number  of 
Notices 
complied 
with. 

Remarks. 

Foul  Conditions 

2 

2 

Structural  Defects 

191 

()3 

173 

Undertakings 

Overcrowding 

. . . 

. . . 

accepted  or  ord- 

Dairies  or  milk  shops  ... 

4 

4 

ers  made  for 

Cowsheds 

7 

7 

all  statutory 

Slaughter  houses 

. . . 

notices. 

.\shpits  and  Privies  ... 

30 

218 

248 

Includes  213  in- 

Deposits  of  Refuse  ... 

13 

13 

eluded  in  Con- 

Water  Closets 

21 

• « • 

21 

version  schemes 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

8 

8 

Defective  Traps 

4 

4 

„ Drains 

272 

272 

„ Water  Supp. 

Animals  Improperly 

2 

... 

2 

kept 

2 

. . • 

2 

Smoke  Nuisances 

3 

2 

Other  Nuisances 

... 

... 

Defective  Bins 

29 

29 

C esspools  cleansed 

... 

... 

... 

Totals 

588 

281 

767 

Summary  of  Works  carried  out. 

New  drains  laid  

1185 

Defective  drains  cleaned  or  repaired 

272 

Inspection  chambers  constructed 

372 

Ventilating  shafts  erected  

9 

W.C.  conversions  completed 

213 

New  W.C.s  constructed  

37 

W.C.s  repaired  

21 

W.C.s  demolished  

279 

Ash  closets  repaired 

5 

Ash  closets  abolished 

217 

Privies  abolished  

18 

Covered  ashpits  abolished 

9 

Open  ashpits  abolished  ...  

4 

Ashbins  provided  or  renewed  

239 

Urinals  provided 

5 

Yards  enclosed  

1 

Yards  cemented  

7 

Houses  constructed  

422 

70 


Houses  (back  to  back)  converted  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Houses  demolished  342 

Houses  closed 75 

New  chimneys  built 16 

New  roofs  or  repaired  89 

Spouting  renewed  66 

Walls  cemented  59 

Walls  plastered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Ceilings  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

New  windows  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Windows  repaired  69 

New  stairs  erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Stairs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Floors  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Floors  ventilated  1 

Scullery  sinks  fixed  32 

Scullery  sinks  repaired  4 

Water  supply  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  pantries  provided  1 

Pantries  repaired  or  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

New  wash  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Verminous  premises  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accumulation  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Animal  and  Poultry  nuisances  abated  2 

Septic  tanks  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  : — 

Cowsheds  reconstructed  2 

New  dairies  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dairies  improved  1 

Cowsheds  cleansed  5 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  YEAR  1937. 

1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 


defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 1,104 

. (b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 1 ,570 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (11 

above  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 88 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 169 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dan- 

gerous or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  63 

. (4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-headl  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  403 

2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notices  : — 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers 366 


71 


3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  section  9,  10  and  1 0 of  the  Housing  Act.  1 936  — 

(1)  Numl^r  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
serv'ice  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners Nil. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners Nil. 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 213 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners Nil. 

(b)  By  I.X)cal  Authority  in  default  of  owners 21  3 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  1 1 and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(11  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Order  were  made 63 

(2)  Numbers  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demo- 
lition Orders  30 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Numl^r  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 2 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tene- 
ment or  room  having  been  rendered  fit Nil. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  FOSTER, 

Cert.  Insp.  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods,  R.S.I. 
Cert.  San.  Inspector,  R.S.I. 

Sanitary  Inspector  (Northern  Area). 


